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MEMOIR OF MR. PHILANTHROPOS 
PERRY, LATELY A MEMBER OF 
THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
AT ANDOVER, WHO DECEASED 
IN MAY, 1815. 


Tue subject of this Memoir was 
born in Buffaloe, (N. Y.) in the 
year 1793. His parents, though 
not rich, were in comfortable 
circumstances,and were respect- 
ed by all their acquaintance. 
They remarked in their son, at 
an early period, a peculiar sweet- 
ness of temper, and a degree of 
sobriety and reflection which is 
seldom found in little children. 
Instead of engaging with ardor 
in the sports of childish years, 
he manifested a disposition to 
devote himseif to reading, or 
some sober pursuit. These 
quaiides, joined with those of an 
obcdient and affectionate temper, 
early led them to anticipate 
much from his future life. 

At the age of thirteen, young 
Perry was sent to New Haven, 
(Ver.) to live with an uncie, un- 
der whose care his education 
was to be continued. At this 
place, his mother spent a year 
with him, and at this tender age, 
often inculcated upon him the 
precepts of piety. Not long 
alter this, he was sent to the 
Grammar School, at Middiebury, 
Ver.) in order to prepare for 
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entrance into the College in that 
place. 

It was in one of those seasons 
of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord, with which Middlee 
bury has been pre-eminently 
blessed, that the heart of young 
Perry was touched and melted. 


His external conduct had before 


this been so strictly regulated, 
that an alteration in this respect 
was not particularly remarkable; 
but the change of temper, of 
views and motives, was, accord- 
ing to his own account, very 
great. Amiable as he had hith- 
erto appeared in the eyes of all 
his acquaintance, when he came 
to see the true character of his 
heart by the Jight of divine truth, 
he regarded himscif as exceed- 
ingly sinful, and as deserving 
the penalty of the divine law. 
To an intimate friend he declar- 
ed, that he was the slave of sin 
and self, opposed to God and ho- 
liness; and continually prone to 


set his affections on the creature . 


more than on the Creator. 
Viewing himself as depraved, 
guilty, justly condemned by the 
law of God, and unable to make 
atonement fer his offences, or to 
merit the forgiveness and favor 
of God, he was gradually led to 
sce his need of a Savior, and to 
cast himself upon bis mercy. 
When the all-sufficiency and 
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loveliness of the Savior were at 
last discerned, and the way of 
salvation through him heartily 
approved, his soul was filled with 
a peace, which he never before 
had felt, and which language is 
inadequate to describe Fora 
while his heaven of joy was un- 
clouded; but afterwards, as In 
most cases of the like nature, 
was occasionally obscured. His 
seasons of darkness seem to have 
prevented him from making a 
prefession of his faith in Christ, 
for some time after he began to 
indulge a hope of having been 
renewed. 

At the age of seventeen, he 
became a member of Middle- 
bury College. Here he was dis- 
tinguished by his amiable man- 
ners, his discretion, and his at- 
tention to his studies. He pos- 
sessed, in a peculiar degree the 
affection and confidence of his 
Instractors and his fellow stu- 
dents. His diligence and his 
talents, enabled him to hold a 
high rank in his class, as a 
scholar. 

During a reviva! of religion, 
which took place in the College 
after he became a member of it, 
he experienced a new alarm. 
He had lately been called to 
mourn over an affectionate and 
deceased father. Notwithstand- 
ing this solemn admonition of 
divine Providence, and the pecu- 
liar state of the College, he 
thought he could perceive that 
his heart was insensible and un- 
grateful; that he took but little 
interest in the great work of 
grace, the effects of which were 
every day placed before his eyes. 
Repeated reflection on this was 
succeeded by a deep sense of 
his guilt. He looked back with 
regret that he had spent somuch 
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time, since he first cherished, 
hope of being renewed, withoy 
publicly consecrating himseif to 
God, Afisy mature deliber,. 
tion and repeated examination, 
he resolved to defer this duty no 
longer. He united with the 
church in Middlebury, in the 
former part of the year 18:4, 
From this period his hopes 
brightened. He fixed upon the 
ministry as his object in life, and 
on this darling object much of 
his attention and affections were 
bestowed. He was graduated in 
August 1814, and joined the 
Seminary at Andover, in Novem. 
ber of the same year, in orde 
to pursue his studies preparatory 
for the sacred office. 
At this Seminary, a develope. 
ment of character, in some meas. 
ure new, took place. He had 
always been remarkably modes 
and reserved. ‘This reserve, in 
a considerable degree character. 
ized even his religious inter. 
course. His companions had 
hitherto thought well of him as 
a Christian, but they seldom ob- 
tained any unreserved commv- 
nications from him, with regard 
to his feelings and views. ‘Tlie 
fervor of his zeal, which was 
kindled, after he entered upon 
his theological studies, occasion- 
ed him to throw off much of that 
reserve, or rather backwardness, 
which he had hitherto exhibited. 
His modesty and delicacy were, 
indeed, in no measure abated; 
but he came forward with au 
openness and a warmth, in all 
measures which were calculated 
to promote the growth of vito 
piety in his own heart, or the 
hearts of others, which he hac 
never before exhibited. This 
gave great picasure to his 
friends, who hailed it as an omets 
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of his future usefulness to the 
church. They can now look 
back and see, that he was ripen- 
ing for glory. 

Through the past winter, the 
same vital warmth of piety con- 
tinued to zlowinhim. Though 
he appeared to be wholly uncon- 
scious of any special zeal in the 
cause of religion, yet it was most 
evident, in the little praying cir- 
cles, who met in secret, to ad- 
dress the mercy seat, that he en- 
joyed a peculiar nearness of ac- 
cess to the throne of grace, and 
possessed a heavenly frame of 
mind. His daily walk was cir- 
cumspect to an uncommon de- 
gree. 

He was one of those happy 
few, who bridle the tongue. No 
one heard from his lips a re- 
proachful, a censorious word. 
His whole deportment as a man 
and a Christian, won the confi- 
dence and affection of all who 
knew him. ; 

As he advanced in his studies 
he grew more and more inter- 
ested inthem. More time was 
spent in them than was consist- 
ent with his health. In the 
commencement of winter he ex- 
perienced a temporary indisposi- 
on, occasioned by a slight cold, 
and severe application. On the 
opening of the spring his com- 
plaints were rencwed. He was 
obliged to leave the Seminary, 
and attend to his health. It soon 
became evident, by the paleness 
of his countenance, the difficulty 
of his respiration, and the unl- 
versal debility of his frame, that 
4 Consumption was fixed upon 
his lungs; though he himself 
Was as yet not apprehensive of 
his danger. His triends and in- 
structors, perceiving his rapid 
‘echne, thought it their duty to 
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advise him to resort to the medi- 
cal aid of a physician in Boston, 
who deservedly stands very high 
in the public opinion, on account 
of his extensive and scientifical 
acquaintance with the principles 
of his profession. He staid at 
Boston, little more than a week, 
where he was treated with the 
utmost attention, by the kind and 
hospitable families, who invited 
him to lodge with them; and 
was attended with the most ten- 
der assiduity by his physician. 
It deserves remark, that in a 
very low and feeble state, when 
most men are occupied by re- 
flections upon their own misery 
and danger, he was cheerful, and 
exhibited such a deportment tos 
wards the strangers where he 
lodged, and wha visited him, as 
to excite a peculiar interest for 
him. 

After several experiments, 
and peculiar attention to his case, 
his physician became satished, 
that further medical aid would 
be unavailing.’ He immediately 
returned to Andover, and was 
received into the house of 
Samuel Farrar, Esq. where he 
met with not only the most kind 
and hospitable reception, but 
with every attention, that parents 
or relatives could have bestow- 
ed. Hitherto, he had, from ig- 
norance of his real situation, 
cherished hopes of recovering 
from his sickness. It was Judg- 
ed, now, by all his friends, to be 
a duty to communicate fully to 
him, their apprebensions re- 
specting his case. This delicate 
and mournful duty was assigi- 
ed unanimousiy to Mrs. | 
whom, on account of her tender 
and assiduous care, he used to 
call, after he came to reside in 
the house of Mr. I. his second 
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mother. He received the intel- 
ligence respecting his state, as 
became a Christian, with humil- 
ity and with submission. Mrs. 
F. endeavored to communicate 
the opinion of his physicians and 
friends respecting his condition, 
in a gradual way. “If your 
friends regard you as in danger, 
how ought they to act?” He re- 
plied, “they ought totell me their 
fears.” “I am afraid,” continued 
Mrs. F., “that you will never re- 
cover again; but we must leave 
all with God.” He replied; “It 
is sweet to leave all with Ged; 
what could we do, if it were not 
for the comforts of religion?” 
After some interval, Mrs. F. 
said, “Your friends do not ex- 
pect you will recover; and your 
physicians are of the same opin- 
ign.” He looked very solemn, 
but not agitated. After a short 
silence he said; “I am willing to 
leave it with God to direct as he 
sees fit. Since my health has 
failed, I have sometimes thought, 
that if it were left to me, I 
should not know which to choose, 
to live orto die. I indulge the 
hope, that, since my sickness, [ 
have felt more penitence for sin 
than I ever have before. I think 
I desire to recover, only to do 
good in the service of God. |] 
am not afraid to die. 1 look 
back with regret to see how little 
I have done for God. J] lament 
that I have lived so long in sin.” 

The third day after his arrival, 
he was carried to his chamber, 
and was unable afterwards to re- 
turn below. The next day after 
this, his hopes appeared to be 
somewhat clouded. When the 
last part of the eight chapter of 
Romans was repeated to him by 
a friend, he expressed his inabil- 
ity) at that time, to appropriate 
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to himself the language of tr. 
umph which it contains. By 
he added; “When I was in Bos. 
ton, | had some pleasing views 
of God; and I think they were 
not excited by the fear of death, 
for at that time I expected to re. 
cover.” His friend replied, that 
he ought to be thankful for, 
small degree of hope, and wait 
in the way of duty for more. His 
reply was; “small as my hope is, 
I would not take ten thousand 
worlds for it.” 

His mind often reverted to his 
imperfect service of God, during 
his past life. To friends at dif- 
ferent times he said; “I wonder 
that I have so long lived in sin; it 
grieves me that I have served 
God no better—I am ashamed 
that I have done no more for 
God. I deserve to be cast of 
forever. I desire to be humbled 
in the dust before him. I ama 
poor, unworthy creature; when 
J look at myself, and think how 
vile I have been, I tremble; but 
when I look at Christ — — — 

As he approached his dissolu- 
tion his faith and hope evidently 
increased. Toa friend he said, 
three days before he died, “1 have 
had some glorious views, this 
morning. I have been contem- 
plating the glory of God, and it 
seemed as if I could behold ii 
unfoJding before me. I seemed 
surrounded with God. I think! 
am ready to die. “1 appéar to see 
through a glass darkly; but O 
how glorious, if I get to heaven.” 
He was asked by a friend, who 
came to pray with him, if he 
knew in whom he had trusted: 
He replied; “Yes, I think | do 
The Lord Jesus appears most 
glorious. J am sometimes afraid 
} shali dishoner him in the hour 
of death.” 
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At another time he said; “I 
think I have great consolation, 
in believing that God will be 
vlorified, whatever may become 
of me.” This sentiment he seyv- 
eral times repeated, to different 
friends who visited him. 

He dwelt on the plan of salva- 
tion, as revealed in the gospel, 
with pecullar satisfaction, “What 
a glorious plan,” said he to Mrs. 
F., “how fuil of beauty!” He was 
asked what he now thought of 
the divinity of the Savior; his 
reply was, “I should have no 
hope of salvation, if I did not be- 
lieve him divine.” On being 
asked by another friend, at anoth- 
er time, whether he could trust 
in Christ as a Savior, provided he 
were a mere man, he replied; 
“No; no more than I could in 
any other man!” 

It was evident to his friends, 
that much of his time was spent 
in silent prayer. The glory of 
God, the prosperity of the 
church, the universal triumph of 
the Gospel, the salvation-of his 
friends, and all about him, (ene- 
mies he had none,) were the ob- 
jects which occupied his atten- 
tion and his prayers. He was 
delighted with the idea, that 
Christ’s kingdom would become 
universal. 

He was sometimes much con- 
cerned, lest he might do some- 
thing to dishonor God, at the 
close of life. At the suggestion 
of a friend, the last chapter in 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress 
of Religion in the Soul, entitled; 
“The Christian honoring God by 
his dying behavior,” was read to 
him; and this seemed wo afford 
him much satisfaction. It was 
evident, as he approached his 
‘issolution, that his fears subsid- 
“d, and his hopes increased. 
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His submission to the divine will, 
as to dying, gradually became a 
pleasing anticipation of death; 
and finally a strong desire to de- 
part and be with Christ. 

His last sickness happened 
during the Spring Vacation of 
the Theological Seminary at An- 
dover; and most of the students 
were absent. To the few who 
remained he exhibited the most 
anxious desires for their growth 
in grace, and the most lively 
sense of their kind attentions to 
him. He was unwilling to die 
witheut an effort to promote the 
spiritual good of those who were 
absent. His delicacy restrained 
him from leaving a special mes- 
sage, for the classes who were 
advanced beyond his standing: 
but for his own classmates he 
dictated a short but expressive 
address. “Tell them,” said he, 
“not to be so dull and wicked 
as Ihave been. Charge them 
to make it the business of their 
lives, the business of every day, 
to grow in grace, and to live 
near to God, to be very frequent 
in secret prayer. Tell them not 
to study for honor or applause, 
but for God. Tell them to be 
active in his service. Tell them 
that a brother, who isin eternity, 
sends this last advice of love te 
them.” 

All this was uttered with an 
earnestness and affection which 
were very visibic; although the 
decay of dissolving nature o¢ca- 
siuned frequent pauses, and 
struggles for sreath. His class- 
mates, who Joved him most ten- 
derly, will not forget, it is to be 
hoped, a message sv affectionate, 
and impressive as this. 

His solicitude for the spiritual 
weltare of all who came nea! 
him, was remarkable. He em 
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braced very opportunity of im- 
pressing upon them the impor- 
tance of being devoted to God. 
His heart seemed to overflow 
with benevolence towards all 
men. 

As he now drew near to the 
confines of she eternal world, his 
faith and hope evidently became 
triumphant. Yet there was noth- 
ing in him, which wore the most 
distant aspect of boasting and 

resumption. Qn the contrary, 
his humility and sense of ill de- 
sert were never more conspicu- 
ous. “How can it be,” said he 
to a friend, “that God should ad- 
mit me, without a contest toa 
crown of glory; me, who am.so 
vile and unworthy, and at the 
very commencement of my race; 
while others labor and teil, and 
suffer for a long succession of 
years:” His guilt, he said, was 
so great; his heart so obdurate, 
that nothing less than boundless 
grace, and an Almighty Savior, 
were sufficient for him. 

The day of his death was 
spent, as every child of God 
would wish to spend his last 
hours, in prayer, praise, and giv- 
ing his last admonitions to those 
around him. Alter his body be- 
¢ame so decayed, that he could 
no longer speak aloud, and it 
seemed as if every word would 
exhaust him, he continued his 
exhortations through the greatest 
part of the day. Being twid that 
he would not probably live until 
the morrow, he replied; “Then 
it will be so much the more joy 
forme.” To all, who witnessed 
his composure and serenity, it 
appeared evident that his soul 
enjoyed a peace—a_ blessed 
peace, which the world cannet 


give, and which it could not 


iake away. 





A short time before his death, 
his friends who were present, 
united in singing a hymn. It 
was one of Dr. Watts’, beginning 
with the words, “Death cannot 
make our souls afraid,’? &c. He 
was evidently delighted with it, 
and appeared to join most heart. 
ily in it. When singing was 
ended, a friend observed, “We 
trust you are soon to join in a 
nobler sony than this.” “Yes,” 
he replied, “I trust so; but this 
is comforting.” 

The vital powers were now 
rapidly declining. In afew min. 
utes he wished to be taken up, 
that he might sit down in his 
easy Chair. This was according- 
ly done; but as soon as he sat 
down, he leaned his head back, 
and ceased to breathe. He was 
immediately laid upon the bed, 
and two friends grasping his 
hands, ome of them asked; “Can 
you now say, Lord Jesus receive 
my Spirit?” To which he loek- 
ed assent, and expired. 

Thus lived, and thus died, one 
who was very dear to his friends 
and acquaintance. It was a sub- 
ject of deep regret to Mr. Per- 
ry himself, and iis friends at 
Andover, that his widowed moth- 
er and other relatives were at so 
greata distance, it was impossi- 
ble to convey seasonable tidings 
to them of his situation, that 
they might see him once more. 
They will be consoled, no doubt, 
when they learn the manner of 
his death; and submit with cheer- 
ful resignation to the dispensa- 
tions of that all-wise Providence, 
which gave, and hath taken away. 

Mr. P. often mentioned his 
mother and other relatives, with 
the mest tender solicitude, dur- 
ing his sickness. He had not 
seen them fr seven years; aad 
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had contemplated, during the 
vacation when he died, a visit to 
them, and the enjoyment of much 
satisfaction in their society. 
When he saw that the will of 
God was otherwise, he cheerful- 
jy resigned his own wishes, and 
save up himself to the divine 
disposal, with a full persuasion 
that is was his duty and his hap- 
piness to be directed and dispos- 
ed of at the divine pleasure. 

The death of Mr. P_ took 
place on Friday afternoon, May 
26. On the Sabbath following, 
after the usual services of the 
day were closed, his remains 
were carried to the church, 
where funeral service was per- 
formed; after which, attended by 
large pumbers of sympathizing 
spectators. the body was carried 
and deposited in the grave by 
the side of Mr. L. C. Congar,who 
was a member of the Seminary 
at Andover, and died in A. D. 
1808, and whose biography the 
readers of the Panoplist will 
probably recollect. It was pub- 
lished in Vol. vi, p- 105. Sept. 
[8 10. 

The objeci of the writer in pre- 
senting the above sketch of Mr. 
?.,is not simply to pay the tribute 
of affection to a departed triend 
and brother. Nor is there, as he 
conceived, any variety of in- 
cident in the life of Mr. P. which 
would be worthy of detail, in it- 
self considered, in the pages of 
this Magazine. His iife was 
wholly retired, peaceful, private; 
his character modest, unassum- 
ingyreserved. His talents would, 
ludeed, have brought him, in 
time, into special notice, had he 
chosen to be thus noticed. But 
it appears that he had formed 
the design of devoting them to 
nusStonary labors among the In- 
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dians of ottr western whds. He 
was removed by death before he 
had entered the sphere of duties 
in active life; and it is his Chris- 
tian character alone, which will 
attract the special attention of 
the public. 

The writer of this sketch has 
had opportunities of witnessing 
many death-bed scenes, but has 
seldom observed one so trium- 
phant, and cheering to a Chris- 
tian as this. Incredulity itself, 
if it could have witnessed the as- 
pect and the whole deportment 
of Mr. P., in his last scenes, 
must have confessed that there 
is, in the hopes and peace which 
the gospel inspires, something 
more than human. Had Mr. P. 
been a weak or superstitious 
man, or had his reason been 
shattered by the attack of dis- 
ease, his case would have stood 
on different grounds. Neither 
of these could be said of him. 
He was a fine scholar; quite re- 
mote from any thing which could 
be justly called superstition; and 
perfectly rational during his 
whole sickness. It has been al- 
ready observed, that nothing could 
be more opposite to pride and 
Loasting than the whole of his 
character and deportment. His 
humility though alwavs striking, 
never appeared so Conspicuous 
as on his death-bed. To see him, 
then, with such a character, and 
in such circumstances, not only 
look at an exchange ef worlds 
without terror, but with aserene 
hope—with a joyful anticipation, 
is LO Witness a triumph of relig- 
ion, which affords a most sensi- 
ble demonstration of its power 
and value. Thousands are in- 
deed prodigal of life. Inspired 
with the love of glory or the 
thirst of revenge, they rush on 
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death with unconcern. Thou- 
sands, too, who perish by dis- 
ease, die without concern, be- 
eause they die without knowl- 
edge and without reflection. But 
to die, with a competent knowl- 
edge of our relation to God, and 
of our violated obligations—to 
die in a rational state, where op- 
portunity is given for full reflec- 
tion, andthe anticipation of death; 
and to die peacefully and trium- 
phantly in such circumstances, is 
a victory which few obtain. Mr. 
P. was one of those happy few. 
The whole scene of his death was 
remarkably calculated to inspire 
the Christian with confidence in 
a religion which could operate 
in such a manner—it was exhil- 
arating. A skeptic must have 
been silent, overawed, and com: 
pelled to own, the presence and 
consolation of a power more 
than human. 

The writerofthis sketch was 
present, and made it an object 
to discover, if possible, what it 
was on which his dying friend 
leaned for support, and whence 
his comforts flowed. He ascer- 
tained to his full satisfaction, that 
it was not a confidence in his 
own character, or works, which 
inspired him with the hope of 
acceptance. Noone could have a 
deeper sense than he of guilt and 
ill-desert. It was the theme of 
his conversation, his prayers, and 
his thoughts. The expression 
which has already been quoted, 
affordsa fair specimen; “When 
I look at myself, I despair; but 
when I look at Cirist”——. 
His heart was too full to finish 
the sentence, but what. reader 
cannot understand his meaning? 
It was through the merits and 
sufferin-rs of Christ alone, that he 
Ventured tgentertain any hope 


of acceptance. All was darkness, 
the moment he ceased to look 
at the Savior’s glory. The only 
use, which he appeared to make 
of having been? devoted to the 
service of God, in any measure, 
was, to gather from it evidence 
that God had begun a work of 
grace upon his heart. 

Let those who hope to die in 
peace, examine and see whether 
thev possess such a religionas 
this. It has been the support 
of multitudes of dying saints; 
and nothing can be more con- 
gruous than the transition from 
such views and such a temper 
ona dying bed, to singing in the 
heavenly world, that exalted 
song, “Thou wast slain and hast 
redeemed usto God by thy blood!” 

It is not unworthy of remark, 
that the truths on which the de- 
ceased dwelt with peculiar sat- 
istaction, or from which he de- 
rived comfort, were those funda- 
mental truths in the gospel, 
which are accessible to the low- 
est as well as the highest ranks 
of men, to the ignorant as well 
as the learned. By this it is not 
meant, that the ignorant can ex- 
plain or defend them, as_ the 
learned may; but that they are 
such objects of faith as may be 
proposed intelligibly to them; 
and not speculations which, al- 
though truths, cannot be under- 
stood without an extensive ac- 
quaintance with the subtleties of 
metaphysical theology. Is it 
not one important method of as- 
certaining what truths of the 
Christian system are fundamen- 
tal, to ascertain on what truths al 
intelligent, rational, dying Chris- 
tian dwells, in order to find sup- 
port and hope? And judging in 
any measure by this rule, may 
we not conclude, that there are 
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many speculations, which, al- 
though true, are not essential to 

the religion, the hope, and the 
eace of the Christian? 

The reader of this sketch 
should not forget, what poignant 
sorrow Mr. P. exhibited on his 
death-bed, for his want of zeal 
and activity in the service of 
God. Let Mr. P.’s life, in this 
respect be compared with that 
of most professing Christians, 
and they will see much reason 
to blush for themselves. If then 
he spoke and feit thus, in view 
of nis deficiences, what shal! be 
the case of those, who are far 
inferior to him in every Chris- 
tian grace and virtue? Can they 
expect peace, if they retain the 
use of the'r reason, when they 
come to the verge of the eter- 
nal world, and are speedily to ap- 
pear at the tribunal of God? Al- 
though the Gospel does not es- 
tablish our hopes of salvation, on 
the merit of our works, it does 
not allow Christians to hope for 
salvation, who are not “careful to 
maintain guod works.” Faith 
without works is dead. In just 
such proportion as a man neg- 
lects active plety, he prepares 
the way for bitterness of heart, 
for darkness and despondency, 
even if he be at last accepted. 
Let those, then, who mean to 
die in peace, be diligent and fer- 
vent in the active duties of re- 
ligion. Their whole lives ought 
to be regarded merely as conse- 
crated to the service of Christ. 
Christians are bought with a 
hrice, they should therefore glo- 
rify God with their bodies and 
their spirits which are His. 

Those young men who are 
devoting themselves to the study 
of theology, whether friends or 
Classmates of Myr, P. or others, 

Vex, XI, 
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may learn some instruction from 


his admonitions and example. 


Nothing can be more appropri- 
ate or important than his exhor- 
tation. “Make it the business 
of your lives, of every day,—to 
grow in grace, and to live near 
to God;—to be very freyuent in 
secret prayer Do not study 
for honor, or applause; but for 
God.” Such is the advice of 
one standing on the confines of 
heaven, and viewing these sub- 
jects, as it were, in the light of 
eternity. Such are the feelings 
which this situation inspires. 
Are they not right views and 
feelings? Our consciences must 
approvethem. They enter, too, 
into the very basis of the minis- 
terial character. Of what worth 
to the church is a minister, who 
ddes not live near to God, and 
abound in secret prayer? Or 
what else but a selfish, ambitious 
man is he, who studies for hon- 
or and applause. 

The want of fervent piety, and 
the indulgence of ambitious feel- 
ings have occasioned most of the 
mischief tnat the church has ev- 
er suffered from her teachers. 
In what points could their dying 
brother have given more impor- 
tant advice? 

Those, who hope to die as he 
did, must follow it. Happy the 
churches of Christ, when her 
ministers shall all live near to 
God, and when the great objeet 
of all their studies and efforts, is 
to promote the cause ‘of Christ. 

The death of so promising a 
youth as Mr. P. is apt to inspire 
one with a kind of anxious, and 
melancholy concern for the 
church. What, we ask, will be- 
come of the church, when such 
burning and shining lights are 
extinguished, almost as seen as 
#30 


= wrt 


rc petow iene tied 


i, < > ——s en n 
. out a te ” , domme te oy 4 
En ee ae 2s ; <a Ee ee ecash 
- = 


2°. 


— wa —- 
—- 
— 


ren 


® 
PPP 
bere - 


a ey at aE 
is, an o* 


ana GPE Ee 





























a 
DT - 
eae 


—— 














SR er SPR BS ms 



































- os 


a Sek 


oo ~ 
SZ We 
A ay Teme oR ee ya 
— a 


~ 


ut linet i ; ee 
seine ef SA secre at == — 








8 pe - 


on, 
in ag 
a 


—_—_— 





— em 
- 
eee wares diliane 
ss ae sx 


— 
=  s 
we. 

= 
igs bee on TS 


—— 
— 
_— 
—— 


: - — ae ~~ 
=— 
eS 


= tee 


wpa SD 
— ak 


4 
ee ee oom 


~ * 
Se I ae 


SS ea eee 


pe Taste 
ae 


* >, . 
=; 


as 


2 ie sd 


= >. 
4 — - . - - 
‘ = : z o po ae vs 
— te no per —~ 
—_ = = ae ~ e< —S x es -—. 
. Pw ae tte i > . >= ty  o— an : ss a : 
te a ee ee nape , re Sis _— ap - rag setae -e- + ; - a 
~~ _ Ne. ail POE . is vn es oe - 3 = sensei nity ke "F< - . 
et Sate ey ye fangs + Se Angee 
= +, “ , - “ . - pe -< enh - 2 = . - aaisd \ = ~ 
ee io Z . > 
- a . 
=i é 





234 General Association of Massachusetts Proficr. Ava. 


they are lighted up? But des- 
pondency for a moment would 
be criminal. Is ngt the same God 
who removed him, able to make 
his place good by others to fill 
it?—-Look at our colleges, when 
tempted to despond, and bless 
God that he has sent them times 
of refreshing from his presence. 
Many able and faithtul pastors 
are, it may be confidently hop- 
ed, to be raised up from these 


Seminaries, to supply our degjj. 
tute churches, and carry the 
news of salvation to the heathen 
world, In contemplating the 
character of the amiable youth, 
who is the subject of the above 
sketch, the wish cannot be SUp- 
pressed, that his spirit may rest 
upon them, and that in all im- 
portant respects they may re. 
semble him, his feeble health 
and early death excepted. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTs 
PROPER, HOLDEN aT ROYALSTON, ON THE FOURTH TUESDAY, VIZ. THE 27TH Dar 
OF JUNE, A. BD. 1815, AND CONTINUED BY ADJOURNMENT ‘TO THE 29TH OF TuE 


S54ME MONTH. 


Tar Rev. Joseph Lyman, D.D. was chosen Moderator, and the. Rev. James 
Murdock, and the Rev. John Codman, were chosen Scribes. 

The members next presented their credentials, from which it appeared that the 
following persons were entitled to a seat in this body, viz. 


From Berkshire Association. 
Rey. Elijah Wheeler, and 
Rev. Walter King. 
* Mountain Association. 
Rev. James Briggs, and 
Rev. Samuel M. Enierson. 
Hampshire Central Association, 

Rev. Joseph Lyman, D.D. and 
Rev. Aaron Gates. 

franklin Association. 
Rev. Josiah Spaulding, and 
Rev. Jonathan Grout. 

Hampden Association. 
Rev. Alfred Bly. 

Brookfield Association. 
Rev. John Fisk, and 
Rev. John Nelson. 

Worcester South Association, 
Rey. Samuel Austin, D.D. and 
Rev. James Murdock. 
Westminster Associatien. 

Rev. John Cushing, and 
Rey. Joseph Estabrook. 


Haverhill Association. 

Rey. Samuel Mead. 

Essex Middle Association. 

Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D. and 

Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D. 

Salem and Vicinity. 

Rev. Brown Emerson. 

Union Association. 

Rev. John Codman, and 

Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D.D. 

General Assembly of the Presbyterias: 

Church. 

Rev. Daniel A. Clark. 

General Association of Connecticut. 

Rev. Saul Clark, and 

Rev. Andrew Eliot. 

General Association of New Hampslave. 

Rev. Moses Sawyer. 

General Convention of Verment. 

Rev. Jonathan Nye. 

Rev. Enoch Hale, ( Of West Hampton, ) 
standing Secretary of this General -4s- 
sociation.* 

Rev. Israel Lee, Minister of the place. 


The standing rules of the Association were read. 
The Moderator led in an address to the throne of grace. 


Voted that the Rev. Joseph Emérson of Beverly, attending under the expectation 
of being entitled to a seatas a Second from the Union Association, have leave to ‘ 


and act with us as an honorary member. 


* Through whom communicatiens may be made. 
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Voted that any representatives of this body to other similar bodies in our connexion 
for the last year, who may be present, be invited to sit and act with us as honorary 
members. The Rey. Evan Johns in consequence took his seat. The Rev. Messrs. 
Hale, Austin, and Nye were chosen a Committee of arrangements. ‘The Rev. Messrs. 
Mead, Eliot and Brown Emerson were chosen-a Committee to take minatesfrom the 
reports on the state of religion, and prepare a general narrative for publication. 

The Committee of arrangements made report in part which was accepted. 

Voted that a Committee be chosen to prepare an address to the churches within our 
limits with a view to excite the attention of ministers and Christians to faithful disci- 
pline in the churches, the instruction of the rising generation in the principles of re- 
i gion, the sanctification of the Sabbath, and other subjects relating to the general in- 
terests of religion. 

Voted that Messrs. Austin, Woods and Johns, be the Committee with instructions 
to report before the termination of the present sessions. 

Voted to dispense during the present sessions with the rule of this body, which re- 
quires reports of delegates trom this Association to other bodies to be madein writing. 

The Rev. Evan Johuas, delegate to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
church, made an oral report, 

Voted that the two Scribes be a Committee to distribute at their discretion the 
printed Minutes of other bodies communicated to us by their delegates. 

Voted to adjourn till to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 

Wednesday morning, June 28th, 7 A.M. the session was opened in due form. After 
prayer the minutes of the last session were read. The Committee of arrangements 
made farther report which was accepted. 

Voted that the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D.D. be a Committee to prepare a petition 
from this body to the Congress of the United States, against the transportation aud 
opening of the mail on the Lord’s day. 

Voted that the Rev. Messrs Johas and King be a Committee to take order respect- 
ing the accounts of the Secretary of this body and fo provide for its funds. 

Voted that a Committee be chosen to take measures aceording to their discretion, 
to promote among our churches and congregations, respectful and earnest petitions 
tothe Congress of the United States against the transportation and opening of the 
mai] on the Lord’s day. Rev. Messrs. Hale, King and Morse, were chosen a Com- 
mittee to nominate five persons, to fill the Committee mentioned in the last preced- 
ing vote, 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting of the General Association to inquire 
into the history of an original MS. document found among the papers of the Rev. Dr. 
Cotton Mather, containing an answer tu the question, “What farther steps, &c.” 
made their report which was read. 

Voted a recess of 10 minutes. 

After a second reading and farther discussion of the Report last mentioned, a mo- 
ton to print and to call up the same next year, was postponed till to-morrow morn- 
ng and assigned for the first business of the session. 

‘oted a recess till the close of the public services. 

At 2 o'clock P. M. the Associaiional Sermon was delivered by the Rev. John 
Codman, of Dorchester, from 1 Cor. ii, 2, “For I am determined not to. kuow any thang 
among you, save Jesus Cunist, and him crucified.” . 

The Delegates from the several Associations represented in this body, and from 
other similar bodies in our connexion, reported the state of religion and morals in then 
respective parts ofthe country. | 

The Rev. Mr. Hale, from a Committee of nomination, reported that J. Morse, D.D 
L. Woods, D.D. S. Worcester, D.D. Jeremiah Evaits aud Samuel Farrar, Esqrs. be 
the Committee to take measures Xc. to promote among our churches and congreg:- 
wos, petitions against the transportation and opening of the mailon the Lord’s day 

Voted to accept this report. 

_ The Berkshire Assaciation gaye official notice of the suspension of the license given 
by them to ‘Mr. Judson Fhelps of Simsbury in Connecticut, to preach as @ candidate 
fur the gospel ministry, until he shall give better satisfaction of his qualifications to 
serve as a Candidate.’ 

Voted that this notige be printed with the extracts from the Minutes of this meeting. 

The Rev. Timothy M. Cooley and the Rev. Dr. Spring, were chosen delegates 
trom this body to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church to meet at Phils 
delphia, on the third Thursday in May, A.D. 1816, and the Rev. Johw Fisk, and the 
Rev. Samuel Mead, their substitutes. The Rev. John Codman, and the Rev. Jedid - 
ah Morse, D.D. were chosen delegates from this body to the General Association ot 
‘-onuecticut, to mect on the third Tiursday in June, A. D. 1816; and the Rev Wa'- 
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ter King, and the Rev. Brown Emerson, their substitutes. Rev. Joseph Estabrook, 
and the Rey. Experience Porier, were chosen delegates from this body, to the Gener. 
al Association of New Hampshire, to meet at Keene, on the third Tuesday in Septem. 
ber, A.D. 1815, and Rev. John Cushing, and Rey. Alfred Ely, their substitutes. Rey, 
James Murdock, and Rev. John Nelson, were chosen delegates from this body to the 
General Convention of Vermont to meet at Benson, on the second Tuesday in Sep. 
tember 1815. The Rev. Enoch Hale was chosen Secretary of this Association, for 
three years next ensuing. : 


Voted to adjourn till to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock, to meet at the meeting 
house. Closed with prayer. 

Thursday morning, June 29th, 8 A.M. met according to adjournment. After 
prayer took up the business assigned to this hour. 

oted to go into a free discussion of the subject of the following motion; “That 

the Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into the history of an original MS. 
Document, &e. be printed, and copies sent to the several Associations in our connex. 
ion, for the purpose of ascertaining the public sentiments respecting the plan of ec. 
clesiastical order therein presented, and that the subject be called up at the next 
meeting of the General Association.” After the discussion, the motion was passed 
into a vote, and Messrs. Morse, Codman and Woods, appointed a Committee for pub- 
lishing the above mentioned Report, with instructions to print it in connexion with 
the preceding yote. 


REPORT TO GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 


Tue Committee of the General Association of Massachusetts 
Proper, appointed at their last annual meeting at Dorchester, “to 
inquire into the history of en original MS, document,* found among 
the papers of Rev. Dr. Corron Marner, containing an answer to 
the question, “What further steps are to be taken, that Councils 
may have their due constitution and efficacy in supporting, pre- 
serving, and well ordering, the interest of the Churches in the coun- 
try?” And “particularly to ascertain, whether the resolves it con- 
tains were carried into execution at the time, and to what extent; 
and to report at the next annual meeting of this Association, on the 
expediency of a recommendation of this body, of the plan of disci- 
pline there proposed, either entire, or with alterations and amend- 
ments, to the consideration of the Associations and churches in our 
connexion, ’—have attended deliberately and prayerfully to the 
weighty and very important business committed to them, and res- 
pectfully submit the tollowing 


REPORT. 

Tue Aistory of the Document above described, other than what 
is contained in the published Minutes ef the last meeting of the 
General Association,t so far as your Committee have been able to 
ascertain it, is summarily as follows: Shortly after it had received 
the sanction of the Convention of Ministers in Massachusetts at 
their annual meeting in May, 1706, this Document was published 
by the Rev. Jonny Wise, of Ipswich, in a work entitled “7te 
Churches’ Quarrel Espoused.” The signatures, and the fact that 
the Proposals received the approbation of the Convention of Min- 
isters, were omitted by Mr. Wiss, in his publication, and appeared 
in print for the first time, in the Minutes of this Association. 


* This Document may be found in the Panoplist for July 1814, p. 320. 
+ See Panoplist before quoted 
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The Proposals embraced under the frst Division, recommend- 
ing the formation of Associations, and suggesting their appropri- 
ate duties, it appears were so far regarded, as that twenty years af- 
ter, “the country was full of Associations, formed by the pastors in 
their several vicinities, fur the prosecution of evangelical purpo- 
ses."* The Proposals under the second Division, recommending 
the Consocratioa of the pastors and Churches, and forming them in- 
to standing ecclesiastical Councils, for certain purposes therein 
stated, were (as Dr. C. Mather informs us, in his Ratio Discipline, 
published in 1726) substantially adopted, at the time, in Connecti- 
cut, and have ever since formed the basis of their ecclesiastical 
proceedings. In Massachusetts the same writer states, that “there 
were some very considerable persons among the ministers, as well 
as of the brethren, who thought the liberties of particular Church- 
es to be in danger of being &mzted and infringed in them. In def- 
erence to these, (he adds) the proposals were never prosecuted be- 
yond the bounds of mere proposals ’’} 

Your Committee, in this place, take leave, in fulfilment of a part 
of the duty assigned them, to state, that the Proposals Jast alluded 
to are, in various respects such, that in their opinion congrega- 
tional ministers cannot consistently recommend or approve them. 
They forbear to enlarge on this subject, and beg leave to refer to 
the plan submitted at the close of this report, as containing the de- 
liberate views of the Committee. 

Further light, your Committee conceive, may be thrown on the 
history of the Document in question, by a recurrence to its origin 
and design, which may be inferred from its introductory sentence— 
“To serve the great intentions of Religion, which is lamentably de- 
eaying in the country.” Viewing, as it appears they did, with 
deep concern, a visible decline in the order, discipline, purity, and 
fruitfulness of the Churches, the body of the Clergy of that day, 
devised the means suggested in the Proposals in question, as the 
best remedy ayainst existing evils. The principal cause, of this 
lamentable decay of religion, in the view of the framers of these 
Proposals, may be inferred from the remedies which they propose 
for their removal; and from a paper annexed to this report, pub- 
lished about the year 1700 { Among the most operative of these 
causes appear to have been laxness in discipline, and a growi. 
defect in the fellowship, union and co-operation among the Church- 
es and their pastors. These radical evils, which generated many 


* Ratio Discipline, p. 181. T ibid p. 184. 

+ See this Paper entitled “More particular prognostications upon the future state of 
New England,” in the Panoplist, for July 1814, p. $24. It is referred to the read- 
er’s particular attention. 

§ One of the evils complained of, and which prompted the movers of the measures 
proposed in the document under consideration, 1s thus stated: “When Councils are 
called by Litigant parties in churches, upon emergencies, it had been hitherto in 
the jiberty of each party, to choose and call their own councils, where they pleased; 
Which left room for much partiality to operate, and one Council to succeed and oppose 
another with an endless confusion, more proper for a Babel than a city of Gud.” 
It was heuce “thought that prudence called for a more effectual provision.”* 


* Ratio Discipline, p. 183. 
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others, had been gradually increasing for about half a century 
after the Platform of the New England Churches had been adopted 
at Cambridge. Fifty years experience had taught discerning men, 
both of the laity and clergy, that some further measures were ne. 
cessary to carry into full effect some of the salutary provisions of that 
Instrument; those particularly which were designed to regulate 
the fellowship and discipline of the Churches. Other provisions 
relating to the introduction, discipline, and dismission of ministers, 
were found inexpedient in practice, and of course fell into disuse. 
In managing these important ecclesiastical concerns, so intimately 
connected with the general welfare of religion, the Churches were 
left, each to its own discretion, without any generally acknowledged 
uniform rule to govern them; and the Platform, thus disregarded 
in some of its essential provisions, gradually ceased to be a guide 
of discipline, and a bond of union in the Churches. That fellow- 
ship, mutual affection, and care; that agreement in the fundamental 
articles of the Christian faith, which, from the first planting of these 
churches had happily subsisted among them, cemented their 
union, and produced the best effects, after the lapse of a half a cen- 
tury, began visibly to deeline. The wise and pious among the 
watchmen, perceiving these things, were justly alarmed at the in- 
€vitable consequences, and felt it to be an imperious duty to exert 
their best efforts to stay these evils, by strengthening the things 
which remained, and which were ready to die. 

ft was in this state of the churches, and on adeliberate view of 
these evils, that the Proposals in question, were devised, and on 
due consideration, adopted by the Convention of the clergy. 

Your Committee have not sufficient facts instheir possession de- 
terminately to state the various causes which operated to prevent 
these Proposais from going into effect. ‘Their form was not the 
most unexceptionabie, and hence was afforded advantaye to op- 
posers. The Consociaticn of Churches, though not precisely in the 
manner delineated in these Proposals, was not new to Christians in 
New England. They well knew, that the primitive churches in 
the three first centuries, were in fact, if not in form, consociated. 
The princip'es of Consociation were recognized, in the Platform, 
and in their deliberate judgment were supported by the word ol 
God, 

In 1716, Dr. Increase Mather published his “Disquisition con- 
cerning t.cclesiastical Councils.” It does not appear that he ap- 
provea these proposals. Yet so far was he, from being “disaffect- 
ed tothe Consoczation of Churches, in order to the preservation 0 
the faith and order of the Gospel” among them, that, he expressly 
declares, he considers such a measure “not only lawful, but absolute- 
ly necessary for the establishment of the churches”—that “light of 
natural reason, as well as scripture, teaches churches in common 
with other societies, to associate and combine for their common 
safety”—that, “this was practised in the primitive times of Chris- 
tianity, and by most of the refurmed churches, at that time exists 
in Europe”—and that *a due attendance to the communion ane 
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consociation of churches, will, by the blessing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, be a good means to prevent degeneracy and to establish 
them in that holy faith and order of the Gospel which has been 
professed and practised among them; and by which the religious 
people in New England have been distinguished.”——He concludes 
by recommending the Consociation of Churches, in the form sub- 
mitted by your Committee, at the close of this Report, as his “dy- 
ing farewell to the churches in New ingland. So wili New Eng- 
land remain New England.” 

The consequences of disregarding this sound advice, have been 
witnessed in the state of the churches in Massachusetts for a centu- 
ry past, and are apparent in their present state. No man can sur- 
vey the Christian ministry and churches in this Commonwealth, 
without deep solicitude and grief. Comparing our religious state 
with the standard set before us in the word of Gop, or in the ex- 
ample of the early churches of New England, we can hardly re- 


frain from exclaiming, “How is the gold become dim!” Doubtless © 


the grand cause of the disordered state of the churches is, gener- 
ally speaking, the want of growing personal holiness. 

Your Committee consider it their special cuty to call the atten- 
tion of the General Association to those evils in our ecclesiastical 
state, which affect churches and ministers in their fiublic character 
and in their relation to each other. , 

That churches and pastors of churches do in fact sustain an im- 
portant relation to each other, and also what the nature of that re- 
lation is, must be clear to every man, who duly considers, that they 
are all members of one kingdom, and subject to the authority of 
one King; that they are all partakers of one Spirit, and enlisted in- 
to one and the same cause; and that they are frequently called, in 
discharge cf their. duty, to promote a common interest. The rela- 
tion existing among churches and ministers was constituted by 
God himself, and cannot be set aside, without opposing divine 
wisdom, and taking away the very foundation of christian society. 

The principle of munisterial and church fellowshiff must be con- 
sidered as of prime consequence, and it is obviously from a grow- 
ing disregard of this principle, that the various evils, of which we 
complain, have resulted—not that the principle of fellowship has 
been openly disavowed; for it is expressly recognized in our 
PLATFORM, and would certainly have been more largely insisted 
upon and more clearly defined, had there been the same occasion 
for it, that there is now. This principle is also tacitly allowed in 
many of our ecclesiastical proceedings. Butit is, toa great ex- 
tent, frractcally disregarded. It is not generally understood what 
the fellowship of ministers and churches is, or what are the recip- 
rocal rights and obligations implied init. These rights and obliga- 
tions are no where ciearly explained, and by men seriously contem- 
plated. Indeed, with the exception of afew things which occa- 
sionally occur, and which appear like remaining tragments of a 
system once in existence, the sacred principle of fellowship among 
the churches is overlooked and forgotten. 
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But there are several particular evilsin the present state of our 
ecclesiastical affairs, which demand distinct consideration. 

The first is, a prevailing neglect of discipline towards offending 
members of churches, and the difficulty of going through a regular 
course of discifiline, when attempted. 

The principal thing which we shall state, as having a tendency to 
increase and perpetuate this evil, is the abandonment of the sacred 
hrinciple of fellowship: among the churches. In maintaining faithful 
discipline over its members, every church needs the united sup. 
port of other churches. Their relation to the individual church 
ought in this case to be perfectly visible, and their determination 
and influence in favor of strict discipline to be known and felt by all. 
Were it so, the offender, who might be disposed to be discontented 
and refractory, seeing that he could obtain no countenance from 
abroad, would find it necessary to submit; and thus, in a multitude 
of cases, difficulty would be prevented and church order estab- 
lished. 

But in the present disjointed state of things, an offender, who 
grows impatient of restraint, and desirous to get rid of wholesome 
discipline, is able to obtain, from some quarter, the support he 
wishes, and thus entirely to elude the authority of the church, or to 
create endless difficulty and disorder. 

The abandonment of the principle of fellowship among the 
churches has promoted the evil abovementioned, by preventing a 
general agreement in the mode of discipline. At present there is 
no uniform system of rules to govern the conduct of churches. 
The Cambridge Platform, though an able and useful treatise, is not 
adopted aud used as a manual of discipline in our churches. Ih- 
deed, though we should be among the first to plead for the general 
soundness of the principles contained in the Platform, we doubt 
whether thase principles are exhibited in so precise and particular 
a manner, as the present state of things would require. Let the 
churches then, in the exercise of their own rights, carefully sur- 
vey their disordered and exposed condition. Let them deliberate; 
let them consult; and upon the scriptural principles laid down in 
our Platform, let them agree to adopt a uniform system of rules 
for the regulation of church discipline. 

Such a course as we have taken the liberty to suggest has often 
been pursued in civil affairs. The growing experience of states 
and nations has showed the necessity of erecting upon the basis of 
the Constitution first adopted a more perfect scheme of govern- 
ment,—of stating more explicitly what was in any measure equivo- 
cal,~of correcting misconstructions,—of multiplying statutes suit- 
ed to new exigencies,—and especially of pursuing measures, be- 
fore unthougit of, to carry into effect original provisions. 

Whatever may be said in commendation of the Platform, it has 
long since ceased to be of general practical use. Its provisions 
are not Carried into effect. By our churches at large, it is not re- 
garded as of any consideration. It is then perfectly evident, that 
there is no agreement among our churches in a system of disc! 
pline. | 
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The want of such agreement in a system of discipline has been 
che natural consequence of our abandoning the general principle 
of fellowship among the churches; and has contributed much to 
ihe prostration of christian order and government. Many mem- 
bers of churches, and some pastors of but little experience, are 
doubtful what todo. And if they veniure to act, they are in dan- 
ger of taking a course, which will give great advantage to delin- 
quents, and impede the efficacy of the most faithful exertions. 

Secondly. \u the present state of things, there is no regu/ar and 
acknowledged method in which congreAitional churches can exe 
ercise @ Christian watch and care over each other. A church, as 
well as an individual member, may apostatize from the common 
faith, and fall into disorders totally incompatible with the christian 
character. [f such be the fact with any church, can other church- 
es in feilowship be indifferent?—But what shall they do?—If, with- 
out seeing evidence of repentance, they continue their fellowship, 
they give countenance to disorder. On the other hand, if, before 
investigating the grounds of dissatisfaction and taking proper 
measures to reclaim the offending church, they withhold commu- 
nion, they offer violence to the common principles of fellowship 
and decorum. Clearly, nothing can with propriety be done, withe 
out an investigation. It is the duty of a church, in every such case, 
to submit to af investigation, and be ready to give reasonabie sat- 
isfaction. A refusal to do this would be to renounce ail fellowship. 
But what church in Massachusetts new practically claims the right 
to ask, or recognizes the obiigation to give satisfaction. So distract- 
ed is the state of our ecclesiastical affairs, and so vague, and loose, 
and weak the principle of union, that churches in our fellowship 
may g9 to the ¢reatest length of apostasy, without any inspection, 
and without losing that indefinite fellowship with us, which they be- 
fore enjoyed. 

Is it said, that an apostate church does expose itself to animad- 
version, and ought to be treated acordingly! Granted. But upon 
what princinle? and accerding to what acknowledged rule? Inthe 
present posture of our ecclesiastical affairs, there can be no regu- 
lar investigation of the case. Have we then aright ta withhoid 
fellowship from a church at our option, by a sovereign vete, and 
thus, perhaps without just Cause, to wound its sensibilities and stig- 
Matize its repuration! What a baneful influence would such a 
principie have? What ecclesiastical despotism and anarchy would 
it introduce? 

Nothing seems calculated to secure us against these difficulties, 
but am erpiicit acknowledgment of mutual responsibility among the 
enurches,and a definite statement,in which ail churches in feliow- 
shin with each other shall agrees of their reciprocal rights and obit 
futons, and of the exact manner in which those rights shall be exer- 
cised a.d those obligations fu/filled. But at present, there is no ex- 
plicit acknowledgiment of mutual regponsibitity, and no definite, 
inteliigibie statement of reciprocal rights and duties, or of the 
method of intercourse. Here, as in the case abovementioned, the 

Vou. XI. *3l 


~ 


a 
ai 
Peay BB 43 
ty yf: 
; i ‘ 
is ae 
i +4 mi ti sf 
HH, ai 
By gi 
Aa AD ae 
we an 
a 
ae ; 
aa Be: 
ower 2 ’ 
babe hi 
ri hi 
Rita t 2 03 
Ha 
oF, " ' b 
bi Atif 
ee g 
1a} Ait J" 
tind © Paes 
me yk i agt 
ytd 
Sm 1) 
' : iS 
Vy ' " 
be 
: they 
Mkt 
: ’ | | 
Uy ell 
_ ' au 
: ia 
ta) 
TURRET 
re ! : 
et 
eee | 
' ou) 
i} 
tr 
| ih 
‘ fi 
) aR 
H : 
i 1} 
We: 4 
'4t 1} 
Ey ri 
: ; oid 
f hy 
t 4 ; . ny 
Py ; t he 
so Ce 
Ste ate 
ial ah 
qi te 
iF a 
1h Biel 
+t ¥ 
¥ 5 

















































































iil 
Mi 
| 
it 
| 
Hi 
HI 


~ 


=» Pre age oa 
a ee ee ee eee = ry 
« 
eo ms a ~ — 2 
a Spee ae 
- ~ — 
~ E => 25 es 
- = " > = + 2 “ 
“ —e , 2 4 ~ o 
- —_—~ _—- oo a —— 


a 


gna -on 








242 General Association of Massachusetts Proper. Aus. 


Platform, which plainly exhibits the general duty of Fellowship 
among the churches, is neither consulted nor acknowledged. 

At the same time, the avowed sentiments of some, and the prac. 
tical sentiments of many are such, as to exempt churches from al 
mutual inspection, and yet require us to have fellowship with ajj 
churches, calling themselves Congregational, whatever be their 
faith or conduct. And what is still more insufferable, we are un. 
der a kind of necessity of allow ing our disorderly members to cal! 
in churches, the most di fective in christian character, to censure 
our principies, to overturn our internal discipline, to sanction dis. 
order and heresy, and to attack the reputation of faithful minis. 
ters. 

These considerations clearly show that the principles of fellowship 
among the churches which are Jaid down in our Platform, are of 
vast importance, and must be carricd into effect, before peace and 
prosperity can be found in oui Zion. But there is no prospect of 
carrying those principles into effect witbout a great and united ef. 
fort The churches must deliberate, ard act. On the basis of the 
principles asserted in the Platiorm, let them jointly settle a plan 
that shall be reguiar and practicabie, of ascertaining the character 
of those churches with which we are to be connected, of avoiding 
those which are corrupt, and of counselling and admonishing sister 
churches as occasion may require. 

Thirdly. There is one more evil in our ecelesiastical affairs, 
which we think it necessary distinctly to notice; that is, the want of 
a settled and effectual methed of calling ministers to account for im- 
morality and error, and of pfirotecting them egainst calumny and in- 
justice. There is no reason why a minister shou!d not be as subject 
to inspection as a private christian. Nay, the publicity and impor. 
tance of his office, furnish special_reasons, why he should enjoy the 
advantage of the inost vigilant and faithful inspection. The body 
of men, who are to exercise this inspection, should be well known, 
their rights and duties well defined, and every thing relative to 
the mode of proceeding de, by common agreement, fully deter- 
mined. The venerable authors of the Platform provided, though 
in terms not sufficiently definite for present use. for calling mii- 
isters to account before an ecclesiastical Council; and various pub- 
lic documents show, that they themselves and other menof like 
spirit began soon after to feel the necessity of further and more e/- 
fectual provisions, and proceeded distinctly to propose them. But 
the provisions of the Platform, and those afterwards proposed are 
disregarded, and by most men forgotten. 

The defects of the system which actually prevails relative to the 
discipline of ministers are too palpable te escape notice, or to necd 
particular explanation. We have,in the first place, no effectual 
means of keeping corrupt or incompetent men from entering into 
the ministry and obtaining ordination. Suppose the friends of 
ecclesiastical order are sometimes admitted to a place in ordaining 
councils. What influence can they have, when there is a majority 
in number, determined to outvote them? The rights of conscience: 
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ghich they think it their duty to exercise, are assaulted, and they 
wre, of a truth, expected to take it for granted, as a self-evident 

hooey? sy that the candidate for the sacred office is well qualifi- 
ed, an d to give their voice fov his ordination, without being indul- 
ged with an opportunity even of seeking satisfaction as to his fit- 
ness lor the work. 

After a man is once ordained, by whomsoever and by what 
means soever it may have been done, we are all required to ac- 
knowlecge and treathim asa minister of the gospe!. If we are sta- 
jjoned in his vicinity, we are exposed to special difficulty. For 
while we are deprived of any influence in his settlement, and are 
ut terly unable in any way to impeach his character, or bring him 
to trial for any faalt, however flagrant, we are, according to com- 
mon expectauon, to have fellowship with him more frequently and 
iva higher degree, than others. Things proceeding in this way, 
2corrupt church with an heretical minister, has opportunity to ex- 
ert a corrupting influence upon the whole body of Congregational 
churcnes. The great evil here complained oi is at present pro- 
tected, and suffered to spread, without any effort for its cure. 

Heretofore it was the opinion of some in this Commonwealth, 
(hat a minister might be brought for trial before his own church. 
But it is very apparent, and is now almost universally conceded, 
that a single church is not acompctent tribunal for the trial of a 
minister. This has become so extremely evident, that whatever 
opinions may have been entertained, no church does really claim 
and exercise the right of censuring a pastor. So that we do in 
fact find ourselves in this difficulty, that we have no regular, ac- 
knowledged and uniform method of wying a minister for any viola- 
tion of the laws of Christ. 

It is, then, of the highest moment, that a proper and effectual 
pian be adopted to regulate our conduct in this respect. At pres- 
ent. if ministers or churches refuse to hold fellowship with any 
one invested with the sacred office, however bad his character, 
they must do it on their own private responsibility, and generally toe 
their own inconvenience. Now for this matter to be left entirely 
to the discretion of individuals is a great evil. For in sucha case, 
they will be ander the strongest temptations to swerve from the 
path of duty. And even if they are disposed to be faithful, itis prob- 
ible that, by different judgments and different measures, they 
will embarrass each other, and increase the confusion of our eccle- 
slastical concerns. 

It may be supposed, that the want of a regular tribunal for the 
trial of a minister may be supplied, and that most of the evils 
avove insisted on may be cured, by the provision of mutual councils. 

On this we remark, that no objection in our view can lie 
against the grand firincepie of mutual councils. Of the justice 
and importance of that principle we are fully convinced. And we 
wish it to be remembered, that the observations we are about t# 
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make relate, not tothe fropfriety of mutual councils, but mere} 
to the present mode of constituting them. The result, to which 
an attentive observation of facts, and a careful inquiry into the na. 
ture of the subject have conducted us, is this; viz that mutug; 
councils, as they are now commonly constituted, are by no means an 
adequate firovision against the evils which urgently call for a remedy, 

The general reasons of this result are the following. 

1. Mutual councils, in their firesent form, are not frermanent 
bodies. To-day they exist, and are by the churches invesied with 
authority; tomorrow, both their authority and existence cvase. 
Accordingly it is impossible for them to exercise any stated and 
continued inspection over either ministers or churches. Su) cc. 
casional, transient bodies, however usetul they may sometimes be in 
composing particular disturbances, can afford no regular and perma- 
nent support to the friends of religious order, or do any thing effec 
tually to restrain offenders 

2. Mutual councels,in present circum:tances. may be evaded. Of. 
fenders may refuse to join in the choice of them, or to submitto 
their decisions. 

3S. Mutual councils have in this Commonwealth no code of ec- 
clesiastical rules to govern either their own proceedings, or the 
conduct of contending parties in managing their cause. Nor isit 
determined among our churches in what cases councils ure to be 
called, nor what is the extent of their jurisdiction, or the authority 
of their results. 

4. Mutual councils, on the frresent plan, may be multiplied with 
out dimits. Difficulties may be so managed, that there shall be no 
end of strife. 

An ex parte council, resorted to as a substitute for a mutual coun- 
cil, is still more exceptionable. It will, from the very nature of 
the case, be regarded with suspicion, and can never have the pow: 
er of terminating a contention. A second ex parte council may be 
called to contravene the decision of the first, and so on without end. 

5. Mutual councils, at frresent, are constituted ina manner ex- 
tremely unfavorable to impartiakty, justice, and unanimity; so that 
there is but little prospect of a deciston which will grve satisfaction 
fo the fiarties. Councils are chosen in a time of contention, when 
the minds of all concerned are liable to irritation, if not to bitter- 
ness. And what is more, they are chosen by the contending par- 
ties, and the offender, however exceptionable his character, and 
however flagrant his crimes, has an equal influence in constituting 
the tribunal with the other party. Doubtless he will make it his 
object to select men, who will be his particular friends and advocates; 
not those who will be judicious and impartial. Who can suppose 
that a council, so constituted, wil be candid and thorough in their 
deliberations? Or how can it be expected that their decision will 
bear such marks of wisdom and integrity, as to prevent suspicio?, 
and lead to an end of the controversy? As circumstances are, it 1s 
by no means strange, that atrial before a mutual council is frequent 
Jy nothing but a scene of animosity and swrife, in which the partics, 
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sided by two divisions of the council, come forward to contend for 
yictorv- 

The evil here complained of is like that which would be felt by 
civil society, if courts of justice, instead of being permanent bodies, 
organized in a manner wisely calculated to exclude all injustice 
and respect of persons, should depend for their existence and con- 
tinuance, on the will of disagreeing parties, and so should in fact 
be th offspring of self-interest, dishonesty, and strife. In the es- 
ab'ishm-nt and form of courts of criminal jurisprudence, we 
should deem it totally inadmissible, that either the accused or the 
accuser should have any immediate agency. We adhere to the 
game equitable principle in the discipline which is exercised by a 
church over its own members. An offender must stand for trial 
before the church,—a body which has a permanent existence, and 
is whoily independent of his will. What mischief would be occa- 
stoned by giving him the right of choosing one half of those whe 
shouid constitute a tribunal for his trial, even if he should be con- 
finedin his choice to members of the church. But the door 1s at 
present open for all these evils and many more, when offending 
minsiers are to be tried, or difficulties arising between churches 
are to be brought before an ecclesiastical council. 

lhe foregoing are the principal evils, which this committee 
deem it import:nt to notice. Who does not lament their existence, 
and look with earnest desire for the time of their removal? Happy 
will it be for our churches, if, by a wise reflection on their own his- 
tory from the beginning, and on the events which are constantly 
taking place, they shall be able, through divine assistance, to obtain 
aremedy for the disorders which have so long afflicted them, and 
rise to christian purity, love, and order. 

it would be unreasonable to expect, that evils, so deep-rooted and 
numerous, can be removed at onee. Bui we feel a persuasion that 
the time has arrived for imporiant improvements. We indulge a 
pleasing hope, that measures may now be commenced, which will 
vindicate the rights of the churches, contribute at once to a sensible 
melioration of our state, and effect, gradually indeed, but surely, 
the cure of our various disorders. 

With these views, and in pursuance of an object so momentous. 
your Committce beg leave to submit to the consideration of this 
General Association the following : 


PLAN OF ECCLESIASTICAL ORDER. 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father 
of all: and believers in Christ are all of one family, one brother- 
hood, one glorious and holy fellowship. Though this general fel- 
Jowship, by the appointment of the adorable Head, and for great 
and wise purposes, is divided into particular sections; yet this ar- 
rangement is not intended ‘to sever che unity of the Spirit, or to 
abate the sentiment, or hinder the exercise of mutual and exten- 
sive charity and communion: but as the individual members of each 
Particular churck are united in one body; so the particujar churches 
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should all be united in one federative and well ordered community, 
The vital principle of ecclesiastical order, discipJine, and govern. 
ment is the pure spirit of generous Lrotherly iove. lt is to a defect of 
this spirit, that the lamented disorders, which have long abounded iy 
our churches, and brought reproach upon Congregationalism, are 
chiefly to be imputed, Let this spirit become duiy prevalent, and 
the interior discipline of the particular churches will be easy and 
effective, and their exterior order, in relation oae to another, will 
be uvembarrassed and irreproachabie; the faihiul word of the 
gospel will be held torth in its native purity and effmigence; and 
our Zion will become “beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, 
and terrible as an army with banners.” 

As however, the unity, order, peace and prosperity of a partic. 
ular church is produced, preserved, and promoted, by means of an 
explicit covenant, formed on the principles of the gospel; so the 
unity, order, peace and prosperity of the great fecerative commu: 
nity of churches should in like manner, be procured, preserved 
and promoted, by an explicit agreement, or compact. forme: on the 
same benign and holy principies. Something of iis sort is scarce. 
ly less obviously suitable and requisite for the feliowship of the sev- 
eral churches, one with another, than for ihe mutuai teilowship of 
the individual members in a particular clhurvh Such an agree- 
ment or compact would constitute properiy « Consociztion of the 
churches. And such a Consociation the Piatform of our churches 
decidedly favors; the principles for it were expiicitly set forth, in 
distinct Propositions, adopied by the venerabie Synod. composed 
of the elders and messengers of the churches, and ho!den at Bos- 
ton in the year 1662. The Propositions, here referred to, are the 
following, which were given as a bricf answer to this question, 
Whether according to the word of God there ought to be a Conso- 
ciation of churches, and what should be the manner of it? 

I. Every church, or particular congregation of visible saints in 
sospel-order, being furnished with a Presbytery, at least with a 
teaching elder, and walking together in truth and peace,.hath re- 
ceived from the Lord Jesus fuli power and authority ecclesiastical 
within itself regularly to «dminister all the ordinances of Christ, 
and is not under any other ecclesiastical jurisdiction whatsoever. 
Fer to such a church Christ hath given the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, that, what they bind or loose on earth shail be bound or 
loosed in heaven, Mat. xvi, 19, and xviii, 17, i8 Elders are ordain- 
ed in every church, Acts xiv, 23; Tit. 1, 5, and are therein authorized 
officially to administer in the word, prayer, sacraments and censures, 
Mat. xxvill, !9, 20; Acis vi, 4; | Cor. iv, l,andv, 4, 12; Acts xx, 28; 
1 Tim. v, 17, and iii, 5—The reproving of the church of Corinth 
and of the Asian churches severally imports they bad power each of 
them within themselves, to reform the abuses that were amongst 
them, i Cor. v; Rev. ii, i4, ~<O. Hence it tollows that consociation 
of churches is not to hinder the exercise of this power, but by 
counsel from the word of God todirect and strengthen the same 
upon all just occasions 
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If. The churches of Christ do. stand in a sisterly relation each 
to other, Cant. villi. 8; being united inthe same faith and order, 
Uph. iv, 5; Col. ii, 5, to walk by the same rule, Phil. iii, 16, in 
the exercise of the same ordinances for the same ends. Eph. iv, 


11—13; | Cor. xvi, 1, under one and the same political head, the. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Eph. 1, 22,23; andiv,5; Rev. ii, 1; which 


union infers a communion suitable thereunto. 

111. Communion of churches is the faithful improvement of the 
gifts of Christ besowed upon them for his service and glory, and 
their mutual good and edification, according to capacity and oppor- 
tunity i Peter iv, 10,11; | Cor. xiv, 4,7, and x, 24; 1 Cor. iii, 2i, 225 
Cant. viil, 9; Rom. i, 15; Gal. vi, 10. 

' 1V. Acts of communion of churches are such as these: 

1. Hearty care and prayer one for another, 2 Cor. xi, 28; Cant 
yili, 8; Rom. i, 9; Col. i, 9; Eph. vi, 18. 

2. To afford relief by communication of their gifts im temporal or 
spiritual necessitics, Rom. xv, 26, 27; Acts xi, 22, 29; 2 Cor. viii, 
1,4, 14. 

3. To maintain unity and peace by giving account one to anoth- 
er ca their public actions, when it is orderly desired, Acts xi, 2—4, 
18; Josh. xxii, 13, 21, 30; ; Cor. x, 32; and to strengthen one another 
in their regular administrations; as in special by a concurrent testi- 
mony against persons justly censured, Acts xv, 41,and xvi, 4, 5; 2 
Tim. lv, 15; 2 Thess. iii, 14. 

4. To seek and to accept help from and give help unto each 
other. 

1. In case of divisions and contentions whereby the peace of any 
church is disturbed, Acts xv, 2: 

2. In matters of nore than ordinary importance, Prov, xxiv, 16, 
and xv, 22, as ordination, translation, and deposition of elders and 
such hke, 1 Tim. v, 22. 

3. In doubtful and dificult questions and controversies, doctrinal 
or practical, that may arise, Acts Xv, 2, 6. 

4. For the rectifying mal-administrations, and healing of errors 
and scandals, that are unhealed among themselves, 3 John ver. 9, 
10; 2 Cor. ii, 6, !1; 1 Cor. xv; Rev. ii, 14-—16; 2 Cor. xil, 20, 21, 
and xii, 2. Churches zow have need of like help as well as 
churches then. Christ’s care is still for whole churches as well as 
for particular persons; and Apostles being new ceased, there re- 
mains the duty of brotherly love, and mutual care and helptulness 
Mcumbent on churches, especially elders for that end. 

5. In love and faithfulness to take notice of the troubles and diffi- 
culties, errors and scandals of another church, and to administer 
help (when the case manifestly calls for it) though they should so 
neglect their own good and duty as not to seek it, Exod. xxiii, 4, 55 
Prov. xxiv, 11, 12. 

6. ‘Lo admonish one another when there js need and cause for it, 
and after due means with patience used, to withdraw from a church 
or peccant party therein, obstinately persisting in error or scandal, 
asin the Platfoem of discipline (chap. 5, sect. 2, particular 3.) is 
















































ee ae 


ae ee 


am . 
ce et IS Rae Oe ow PTZ a 
err 


—— 





Sa ag 


AO 6 ly ye ae me 








ere 


wat 


a ES : x “= ter @ = 2 ess - 
oar “ : = = <s 
Or eS SEN RE Be {Dus eee 






nn 





™~- tore FTA 














































248 General Associatian of Massachusetts Proper. Aue. 


more at large declared, Gal. ii, 11, 14; 2 Thess. iii. 6; Rom. xvi, 17, 
V. Consociation of churches is their mutual and solemn agree. 
ment to exercise communion in such acts, as aforesaid, amongst 
themselves, with special reference to those churches, which } 
providence are planted in a convenient vicinity, though with liber. 
ty reserved without offence, to make use of others, as the nature 
of the case, or the advantage of opportunity may lead thereunto. 

VI. The churches of Christ in this country having so good op. 
portunity for it, it is meet to be commended to them, as their duty 
thus to consociate. For 1. Communion of churches being com. 
manded, and consociation being but an agreement to practice it, 
this must needs be a duty also, Psa. cxix, 106; Nehem. x, 28, 29. 

2. Paul an Apostle sought with much labor the conference; con. 
currence and right hand of fellowship of other Apostics; and ordin- 
ary elders and churches have not !ess need each of other, to pre- 
vent their running in vain, Gal. ii, 2, 6, 9. 

3. ‘hose general scripture rules teaching the need and use of 
counsel and help in weighty cases, concern all societies and polities, 
ecclesiastical as well as civil, Prov. xi, 14, and xv, 22, and xx, 18, 
and xxiv, 6; Eccl. iv, 9, 10, 12. 

4. The pattern in Acts xv holds forth a warrant for cou%cils, 
which may be greater or lesser as the matter shall require. 

5. Concurrence and communion cf churches in gospel times is 
not obscurcly held forth in Isa. xix, 23—25; Zeph. iii, 9; 1 Cor. 
xi, 16, and xiy, 32, 36. 

6. Lhere hath constantly been in these churches a profession of 
communion in giving the right hand of fellowship at the gathering 
ef churches, and ordination of elders: which importeth a consocia- 
tion, and obligeth to the practice’ thereof. Without which we 
should also want an expedient and sufficient cure for emergent 
church difficulties and differences: with the want whereof our way 
is charged, but unjustly, if this part of the doctrine thereof were 
duly practised. ’ 

The principles of these Propositions are genuinely Congrega- 
tional, and perfectly coincident, and for substance, identical with 
those of the Platform. The Propositions, indeed, were framed and 
adopted by those venerable Fathers of our churches, by whom, 
only fourteen years before, the Platform was formed and adopted, 
and for the very purpose of carrying the design of the Platform in- 
to more coniplete and salutary effect. They are theretore espe- 
cially suitable to be adopted as the general basis of an actual Con- 
sociation, as a Consociation founded upon them, and consistent with 
them, can be no innovation; but a recurrence to first principles; 
a restoration of our churches to their primitive order, and a guat- 
antee 1o them of their original rights, liberties, and privileges. 
To carry these principles into good eifect, nothing more scems 
necessary, than for the churches explicitly to adopt, and duly to 
put in practice the folmwing Articles of Agreement. | 

Art. I. The Propositions of the Synod of 1662, recited in the 
fores . ng preambie, are acknowledged as the geveral basis of Con- 
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sociation; and as declaratory of the rights and privileges guaranteed 
to the churches; of the duties which they owe to each other, and of 
the purposes for which they are consociated. It will therefore be 
understood that it will not be competent to the Consociation “to 
hinder the exercise of the power” delegated by Christ to each par- 
ticular church in regard to its own interior administrations and 
concerns, “but by counsel from the word of God to direct and 
strengthen the same upon all just occasions: and especially to di- 
rect and strengthen that holy fellowship which the churches, as 


_churches, are to maintain and exercise one towards another. 


Art. 2. Particular Consociations shall be formed within such 
jimits as may be deemed most convenient and expedient. But 
though it may be the duty of every church to join in Consociation, 
and to do what it can to promote the great design of general fel- 
lowship and order; yet no church can rightfully be considered or 
treated as belonging to a consociation without its own voluntary 
consent, or restrained from regularly withdrawing itself from a 
consociation whenever it shall see fit to withdraw. 

Art. 3 Ofthe churches comprised in each particular Consocia- 
tion, the pastors, and lay delegates, will meet annually, and oftener 
as shall be agreed upon, or as special occasion may require; at- 
tend to any business which may regularly come before them, and 
upon such religious exercises as shall be judged expedient; and 
allow freedom of conference, in the spirit of charity and order, 
upon subjects relating to the welfare of the churches. 

Art 4. Each particular Consociation will have a Moderator anda 
Scribe chosen annually, and to continue in office until others are 
chosen; and such other officers as shall be deemed requisite. 

Art. 5. Although in order to general union and harmony, this 
instruments to be the constitution of all the Consociations to be 
comprised in the Gencral body; yet it will be competent for each 
Consociation to adopt, for the regulation of its own proceedings, and 
for the direction and benefit of the churches in regard to their con- 
sociated state, such rules and prescripts not repugnant to this con- 
stitution, as it shall judge advisable. 

Art. 6. With a view to prevent the animosities, difficulties, and dis- 
orders, which have ‘too often been experienced, in regard to coun- 
cils, on occasions of dissentions and strife, and to preserve and pro- 
mote that hely and pleasant fellowship, which is the primary object 
of consociation, and which should be sought with the most heedful 
attention, and the most tender care; the consociated churches with 
their pastors, agree to regard and use the Particular Consociation to 
which they belong, as the proper Council, made mutual by this 
agreement, as to all parties concerned, to be applied to by the 
churches and individuals in the connexion, in all cases, in which 
ihe advice and assistance of a council is requisite. Particularly do 
they agree to hold this as the proper body to hear and decide upon 
any complaint or allegation, touching ministerial character, against 
‘ny minister belonging to it; to acquit, or to find guilty—to advise, 

ustain, or depose, as the case may reguire.—It is to be under- 
Vou. XJ. *32 
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stood, however, that any Particular Consociation may provide, Upon 
principles and for reasons distinctly to be made known by them fo; 
cases, in which it may not be expedient for all the members to be 
concerned, as also for cases in which it may be proper for others, 
not of its body, to be admitted to sit in the council 

Art. 7. Any regular application from a church, for the advice oy 
assistance of the Consociation, shall receive kind and prompt at. 
tention. An application from an individual, or individuals, will al. 
so be kindly attended to, thuugh not without the most guarded res. 
pect to the rights and privileges, the order and peace of the church 
or churches concerned. 

Art. 8. A complaint against a minister may be regularly exhib. 
ited either by the church of which he is pastor, or by a brother 
minister of the Consociation: but no complaint or accusation shall 
be received, but “before two or three witnesses.” 

Art. 9. Ip all cases, the judgment of the Consociation is to be 
regarded and treated with great respect by the churches; and if, 
in any case, a church after due time taken for consideration, see 
cause to dissent, the reasons for dissenting shall be clearly and in 
a Cliristian manner, stated in writing to the Consociation; and the 
Consociation, having deliberately, and in the spirit of meekness, 
considered the reasons, will act as the case may require; either re- 
versing the former judgment; or, if it be affirmed, yet with charity 
and forbearance, either allowing the church quietly to act agreeably 
to its own ultimate judgment,—or reviewing the case in union with 
one or two neighboring Consociations to be convened together, in 
whole or by delegation; or dealing with the church in the way of 
Christian admonition. But it is distinctly provided, that no conso- 
eiated church shall be put out of sommunion, unless, after a first 
and second admonition duly administered, and after due time al- 
lowed for it to reform or to justify itself, it shall be solemnly and 
deliberately adjudged by the Consociation to have forfeited its 
rights as a sister church. 

Art. 10. A church, or a minister, considering itself, or himself, as 
aggrieved, will have the right of an appeal from the Consociation, 
to two or three other Consociations, to be convened, as provided 
for, in the next preceding article. Private clturch members are 
net included in this article; because the cases of private members 
are cognizable by the Consociation, only in so far as the churches 
to which they belong are implicated. 

This Committee would farther suggest to the General Associa- 
tion the propriety of the following recommendation; viz. that when 
two or more Consociations are formed, measures be taken to pfo- 
mote such an understanding and consultation between them as will 
secure, as far as possible, a coincidence and uniformity with regard 
to the exercise and discipline, and all their modes of proceeding 10 
their respective connexions. 

Signed, 
per order, 
Jepip1aH Morse, Chairman. 
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Voted to make an annual address to our churches, and that at each meeting of the 
body, a Committee of three persons be chosen to prepare the address to be adopted & 
the uext succeeding meeting. ‘The Rey. Elijah Parish, D.D. the Rev. Joseph Emer- 
sou, aud Rev. Brown Emerson, were chosen a Committee to prepare the address to 
pe awopted, at the next annual meeting of this body. 

Mr. Mead, from the Committee to prepare a general narrative of the state of re- 
jigion and morals, presented the following report, which was accepted and committed 
ty the Rev. Messrs. Morse, Brown Emersou, and Codman, for publication, with libs 
erty to make such verbal corrections as they may thiuk proper. 


REPORT 
Of the Committee appointed to take Minutes of the narratives, given before the Gen- 
eval Associauou of Massachusetts Proper, at their annual meeting in Royalston, 
June 27th to 29th, 1815, concerning the state of religion within the limits of said 
Associauion, aud those bouies in its Connexion in other parts of the United States. 


Ix going over this extensive field, to give a general view of those objects within its 
pounds, Which reiate more immediately to our moral and religious interests, we shall 
pursue the cowrse marked out by tuose, from whose narratives this view is collected. 

Casting vur eyes over .hat lange extent of territory embraced by the Berkshire As- 
sociation, We are met by facts, which cannot fail to excite emotions cf gratitude and 
joy in the breast Oi every one, who delights in the prosperity ot Zion. 

hough the general siate of religion, in that county, 1s described to be rather low 
and discouraging; yet, with pleasure we find that God has not forsaken this portion of 
our Co:nimon wealth. 

‘Lo the Berksiure Society for suppressing irreligion, are attached seventeen auxiliary 
Societies, whose united exertions in the prosecutuon of their benevolent design, have 
considerably raised the tone of public morals. 

W hile God is visiting several of the most respectable seminaries of learning in our 
rountry, with remarkable effusions of his Spirit, he graciously remembers the College 
in Williamstown. Among the students of that rising institution, an uncommon seri- 
ousness and solieitude are witnessed in regard to their salvation. Several of them, it 
is hoped, have recently experienced a saving conversion to God. The pious students 
hoid frequent meetings for the special purpose of praying for the revival of true reli- 
gion in that and other similar insiitutions in our country. In this work of intercession 
they are earnestly engaged, and their importunity with Him, who is more ready to 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, than earthly parents are to give good things 
to their children, ancourages the hope, that they will prevail. 

‘The town of Lenox, in this county, has enjoyed, within the past year, a very pre- 
oious season “of refreshing trom the presence of the Lord.” ‘The work of the Spirit 
has been carried on in demonstration of divine power. Many sinners have been con- 
strained to bow before the majesty of truth and grace. Ninety-e:ght have been added 
to the church. 

In the Mountain Association, in the counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, are 
twelve churehes, all of which are supplied with pastors. Though no extensive re- 
vivals of religion have receutiy taken place within the limits of this Association; yet 
the religious and moral aspect is very promising. In several towns a preached gos- 
pel has been blessed to the awakening and conversion of considerable numbers. ‘The 
churches enjoy much peace, and divine institutions are generally respected and well 
atteaded. Moral Societies have been formed in most of the towns, and their perse- 
vering efforts to prevent the profanation of the Lord’s day, have been so successful, 
that unlawful travelling on that day 1s but seldom attempted. 

In the Hampshire Central Association are sixteen churches, all supplied with pas- 
wrs. Though the friends of vital piety see cause to lament a too general coldness and 
formality among the churches and people; yet, on the whole, the state of religion and 
— morals, in this section of the Commonwealth, affords a pleasing prospect. 

rayer meetings and religious conferences are maintained in almost every parish; and 
not one is to be found where the children are not statedly taught the Assembly’s 
Shorter Catechism, attended with other religious instruction. Moral and Tract Socie- 
ties are instituted in several towns with a flattering prospect of usefulness. Vice and 
irreligion of various kinds have received an important check. The Sabbath is regard- 
«| with inereasing reverence, and the laudable exertions of civil officers and others, 
have imposed a powerful restraint upon the practice of profaning that holy day. Di 
‘ine institutions are in general well attended, and society 4s evidently advancing to- 
ward a higher state of moral and religious improvement 


— 3 


as seal 


——a* 


I 





~ - 
FP ncaeealli easmatmme datetime ainsi aaa 
— 


















paneer 








rE an Fr 
— 
5 _— 
“oh Cid, ae or 
e 2 OS ee oe 
= » 


cerpiigrener mee 
eT 


























252 General Association of Massachusetts Proper. Avg. 


The state of religion in Franklin Association is not materially different from that iq 
Hampshire Central. ‘The same observation may be applied generally to that portion 
of the state, which is comprised within the limits of Hampden Association. In the 
town of Ludlow, where there is no settled minister, has lately been a work of 
grace, the fruits of which are about thirty instanees of hopeful conversion. ‘This good 
work has been effected through the instrumentality of neighboring ministers, who be. 
stowed their labor gratuitously upon that destitute flock. May others, in similar cir. 
cumstances, be encouraged by their example and suceess to go and do likewise. 

Brookfield Association coutains sixteen churehes, fifteen of whieh are supplied with 
pastors. In the parish of West Brookfield the Lord has poured out his Spirit, within 
the year past, and between fifty and sixty have been apparently brought to the saving 
knowledge of the truth. The moral complexion of the people, within the limits of 
the Association, is considerably brightened, and the prospect as to religion is more 
favorable than in former years. 

Worcester South Association embraces eight churches, six of which are supplied 
with pastors. ‘The religious and moral condition of the towns in this connexion, has, 
ef late, undergone no material alteration. But we are happy to learn, that a refresh. 
ing shower of gracious influence has descended upon Framingham, in the vicinity, 
which appears to have been attended with saving effects in nearly a hundved souls, © 

Within the bounds of Westminster Association, we find nothing of recent date of aa 
interesting nature, save that societies are formed to co-operate with similar institu. 
tions in various parts of the State, for the suppression of irreligion and the promotion 
of order and morality. . | 

In Haverhill Association are ten churches, nine of which are supplied with pastors. 
In the Academy at Bradford, where there are about eighty students, an unusual se. 
riousness prevails, and some hopeful religions impressions are observed in the parish. 
Fn the other towns and parishes no changes have taken place, relating to the general 
interest of religion, which require particular notice. 

Essex Middle Association contains eleven churches and ten ministers. Though 
there has been no signal revival of religion, the past year, within these limits, an in- 
wreasing desire in the people to hear the preached word is manifest; and an inereasing 
fervency amg Christians in supplicating the throne of grace, induees the hope, that 
the Lord will soon revive his work in this part of the vineyard. 

The Association of Salem and Vicinity embraces twenty churelies, seventeen of 
which have pastors. In this part of the Commonwealth we see but little cause for 
special encouragement. Here the demoralizing effects of war are extensively and se- 
verely felt. A cold indifference tothe welfare of Zion and the concerns of another world, 
prevails, in many places, to an alarming degree, The county of Essex, indeed, ex- 
hibits at present, a more affecting scene of desolation, than has been witnessed in 
former years. It contains eleven churches which are destitute of a settled ministry, 
and which, from their present condition, give but litde ground to expect that it will 
soon be mace better. 

In some places, however, the state of religion presents 4 fairer prospect. In Salem 
particularly, among the people belonging to the charges of the Rev. Dr. Woreester, 
and Rev. Mr. Emerson, there are religious impressions on many minds, whieh indi- 
cate the operations of the Holy Spirit, and encourage a hope, that the Lord is about 
to build up Zion in this plas, Several have been added to the churches specified, 
and numbers are anxiously inquiring what they shall doto be saved. A few have 
been recently brought into the liberty of God’s children, and are rejoicing in hope. 
Prayer meetings are well attended, Cliristiaas are inportunate for a revival of religion; 
religious conferences are full, and an unusual seriousness prevails. We notice with 
peculiar pleasure, the numerous Female Societies lately formed in this town for re- 
ieving the poor, and for other charitable purposes, and their activity and suecess in 
doing good. 

With a lively gratitude to the great Head of the church, we mention the flourishing 
situation of the Theological Seminary in Andover. ‘To His care and grace we devout- 
ly commend this important institution, designe’ to prepare men to become scribes 
well instructed in the kingdom of God, and useful ministers of the New | estament. 

In several towns in the county of Essex, exertions have been made, and are con- 
tinued, to suppress the profanation of the Lord’s day, and other flagrant erimes, which 
had made an alarming progress. These patriotic and benevolent effects have been 
crowned with no small success. 

We rejoice to behold this spirit of reform diffused through almost every part of the 

. Commonwealth, as well as through the neighboring states. We see the friends ol 
virtue and religion, who have too long slept over the moral ruins of our country, 
waking from their slumbers, and determined as with One consent, to arrest the dese: 
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tating progress of iniquity. Before their united and steady exertions the mountain, 
which disheartened the timid by its imposing brow, becomes a plain. 

Evecy true patriot and phiianthropist will regard these exeruons, which, among 
many others, distinguish the present day, as promising tokens of good to our tand. 

In the Union Association, are eight church s and seven ministers. The church 
in Park Street, Boston, is vacant by the late dismission and removal of Rev. Dr. Griffin. 
Nothing remarkable of a religious nature has taken place, within the past year, in this 
eounexion A Society of females in Boston, instituted for the benevolent purpose of 
assisting in the education of pious and indigent young men for the gospel ministry, 
promises much usefuiness to the cause of Zion. May the daughters uf Jerssalem 
gmulate theic exumple. 

In looking over the extensive portions of country in their connexion, the General 
A:sojation perceive new motives for gratitude to the great Head ot the church, aud 
ail itional reasons for confidence in his promiseés to his people. While much is found 
for che pious heart to deplore, much also is found in which the same heart wiil re- 
juice, 

The present is evidently anew era, both in Christian exertion and Christian hope. 
The watehmen, who go about the wal's of our Zion, andin whose eyes her very dust 
is precious, will see, at this day, sufficient matter to awaken their gratitude avd fill 
their lips with praise, to Him, who uot only keeps, but is enlarging and beaut fying the 
sity of God, They eannot, for « moment, admit that these exertions will prove un- 
suecesstul, —that these animated hopes and raised expectations will be permitted to 
yvaicsh and die away in despair. No: He, who has called forth these exertions, and in- 
sj.red these hopes, has **never said to the seed of Jacob, scek ve me in vain.” 

Wl not the experience of every are strengthen the persuasion, that God intends a 
eood for the ehurech proportionate to her efforts aud prayers? Spiritual children have 
ever been the fruit ef her spiritual labors 

The imdieations of provilenee are too plain to be mistaken by the pious and ob. 
serving mind, that the day is approaching, and even now dawning, when the gospel 
siiall run aod be glorified through the earth. Yes; the Redeemer of a lost world seeias 
evideatly preparing the way for every people, tongue and nation to hear his gospel 
aud partake of his salvation. Glorious day! Let thy light arise upon us, and thy beams 
eheeronr eyes. Not only is the great Head of the charch opening new ways, and 
providing new facilities, for the spread of the gospel, but he is raising up, and, as we 
trust, qualifyiug young men to become the heralds of salvation to those portions of the 
earth that are enveloped in paga darkness. 

The intelligence from the Presbyterian church of the United States, is of a nature 
to cheer our hearts and unite us in affection with that large, zealous and influential 
portion of our fellow Christians. In surveying that part of the vineyard of our com- 
mon Lord, we have the satisfaction to find many places refreshed and enriched with 
suowers of divine grace. We are particularly gratified to learn, that Harapden Syd- 
ney College, a respectable institution in Virginia, has shared in these enriching dros 
Ou Nassau Hail, famous in the literary history of our country, these drops have be 
some a copious shower. The wos of divine grace in that Seminary is truly wonder: 
ful. From forty to fifty of the students give a pleasing evidence, that they have been 
inade the subjects of renewing grace. 

Following the footsteps of the Holy Spirit we come to Yale College. Here we stop 
to admire and adore the riches of divine goodness, in visiting this highly respertabie 
and useful institution, with such special tokens of merey, not to the !+.ate of Connecti- 
eut ouly,—not to our country only, but, we trust, to the world. During the revival! 
in this College, more than fifty of its members have become hopefully pious. 

In several towns, in this State, where there were revivals of religion a year 
#59, the good work has been continued. Upon many others, where inattention to 
their eternal interest then prevailed atnong the people, God has since poured out his 
Spirit. he Charitable Society of Yale College, formed the past year for the educa- 
tion of indigent and pious young men for the gospel ministry, promises extensive use- 
fulness, and has a claim upon the prayers and charities of the Christian public. 

Still travelling northward, we find much to attract our notice, and to awaken our 
gratitude. In this Commonwealth the tone of public morals is evidently rising. The 
niissionary spirit supplies, and labors are still on the increase. Nor is this all. Some 
parts of this State have been favored with evident tokens of the divine presence and 
grace, 

In our survey of the State of New Hampshire,while we pause to weep over many deso- 
late places where the hedges have been broken down, and vineyards, once cultivated by 

farthtul laborers, lie waste, we are pleased to find that some of these waste portions of 
the vinevard, through the laudable exertions, particularly of the Massachusetts So- 
clety for promoting Christian Knowledge, are now under the cultivation aud improve. 
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ment of pious and faithful laborers, and a prospect afforded that ere long the ways of 
Zion here will cease to mourn. With devout gratitude to God, we desire to acknowledge 
the mercy ot God in visiting Dartmouth College in this State with extraordinary eff. 
sions of the Holy Spirit. A large proportion of the talent and influence in that rising 
institution, we are informed, is engaged in the cause of our Divine Redeemer. Up. 
wards of forty, who have lately, as it is hoped, beeome pious, in connexion with thos., 
who were apparently so before the late revival, amount to more than half the whole 
number of students in that Seminary. Earnestly and devoutly do we lift up ony 
hearts to God, that not a single student may be left a stranger to his grace. 

In the State of Vermont we see many things favorable to the cause of religion 
and virtue. Revivals of religion have taken place in several towns in this State; par. 
ticularly in Bridport, West Parish in Westminster, Pawlet, Brattleboro’ and New. 
fane. In the two last mentioned towns, about forty, it is hoped, have been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. ‘The state of society is gradually im- 
proving. Ministers and other Christians are more engaged, and on a larger scale, 
than usual. In many places Moral Societies are formed, which have in view the same 
important object as similar societies in other States, and which promise much useful. 
ness in meliorating the moral condition of the community. Many female Charitable 
Societies have also been established, in different parts of the State, which have con- 
tributed much to the general object, the temporal and eternal welfare of the people. 

Middlebury College, which has been heretofore so signally favored with repeated 
revivals of religion, has shured, in some degree, that gracious work of the Holy Spirit, 
with which other Seminaries of learning have of late been so remarkably visited. In 
this flourishing institution, within the past year, about ten have become the hopeful 
subjects of divine grace. 

In reviewing the effects of special divine influence in so many of the most respecta- 
dle institutions in our country, we cannot forbear to remark, with most sincere thank- 
fulness and praise to the God of all grace, on his distinguishing goodness and mercy, 
Since the days of the Apostles the state of the Christian world has never called for 
more piety, zeal, activity and self-denial, than at this day. In covenant faithfulness, 
and in answer to the prayers of his people, God is now most evidently preparing young 
men to become devoted, ardent, and, we believe, suceessiul, laborers in the spiritual 
vineyard. 

On the whole, we are confident in the hope and belief, that God is arising to have 
mercy on his Zion. Yea, that the set time to favor her is come. Under all the public 
and individual embarrassments, which we have felt and continue to feel, we see great 
cause to rejoice and take courage. While our hands are employed in separate and 
distant places, our hearts shall be united, and our eyes directed to the Great Proprie- 
tor of the vineyard, that he would raise up and send forth faithful laborers; for truly 
the harvest is great, but the laborers are comparatively few And casting our eyes 
ever a world lying in darkness and sin, we will unite in the fervent prayer, that he 
would pour out his Spirit on all flesh, and fill the whole earth with his glory. 


Rev. Dr. Morse, as a Committee for the purpose, reported the following form of a 
petition from this body to the Congress of the United States, against the transportation 
and opening of the mail on the Lord’s day, which was adopted and ordered to be offi- 
cially signed and transmitted. 


PETITION. 

The Congregational Ministers, in Massachusetts, beg leave respectfully to represent 
to the Congress of the United States, 

That they consider the Lord’s day as a Divine Ordinance, and that on a due ob- 
servance of it depend all the best interests of man. In this belief, they have wit- 
nessed with extreme pain and solicitude its public violation, by the transportation and 
opening of the mail on this sacred day, under the sanction of the laws of the United 
States, and in consequence the morals and civil interests of the nation, to an incalcu- 
lable extent, endangered. 

Your Petitioners consider it unnecessary to enter into any labored reasonings on a 
subject, which late discussions have rendered familiar to the public mind, and the great 
importance of which is so obvious, and so extensively and deeply felt. They simply 
submit it to the serious consideration of your honorable body; respectfully and earn- 
estly entreating, that on the auspicieus return of the blessing of peace to our country, 
and at the commencement of your first session, you would, as guardians of the public 
morals, interpose your authority to remedy the. evils of which we camplain, in such 
way as your wisdom shall direct. And asin duty bound your petitioners will ever pray- 

Signed in behaif of the Association above named, at their annual meeting at Roy- 
alston, June 29, 1815, by Joserd Lyman, »«VWoderator. 

Attest, James Munpock, Scrvde. 








1815. General Association of Massachusetts Propfier. 255 


Dr. Austin from the Committee to prepare an address to the churches, reported 
the following form, which was adopted. 


ADDRESS. 

The General Association of Massachusetts Proper, bound by the most solemn obli« 
gations to seek the advancement of our holy religion, and desirous to approve thein- 
selves to their Divine Master as faithful servants, take leave to address, in their asso- 
ciated capacity, the Churches within their particular connexion. 

The word of the Lord, dear Brethren, which we reéeive as his paternal and infalli- 
ble counsel, endureth forever. ‘The precepts, which bind us to a holy life, are lasting 
4s his throne and ever oblige with the force of his supreme authority. The highly 
commanding motives of his Gospel are constantly before us. But new considerations 
from the course of events, and from the aspeets of Providence, from the rage of the 
enemy, or from the extraordinary efforts made by our brethren in other parts ef the 
Christian world, from the dangers which surround us, or from the facilities given to 
the performanee of particular duties, rouse us to zeal in our Master’s service with @ 
special impulse. Lt is a consoling fact, dear Brethren, that the Lord is in the 
midst of his people with the most precious tokens of his favor, with exhibitions of his 
gare over his heritage, and multiplied pledges of his faithfulness. It is a fact that he 
is pouring out his Holy Spirit in a very wouderful manner upon our public seminaries 
of learning, and preparing many of our beloved youth to go abroad as heralds of his 
erace. Itis afact that Chrisiiaus are acting with a more combined energy, tea greater 
extent, and with broader views, than past ages have witnessed. There are striking 
indications in events, agreeing to the general and obvious import of prophecy, of the 
speedy appearance of our blessed Lord, the hope of his people, and who was promised 
fur salvation to the ends of the earth, to open upon an astonished world the triumphs 
of the Millennium. Does it not become us to give the most earnest heed to him when 
he calls upon us so urgently to prepare his way before him, and to make straight our 
paths, to arise and trim our lamps, to watch and pray, and to be found so doing. It is 
highly important, dear Brethren, that we attend to our own irames, tempers, and 
walk, that we be personally blameless and harmless, the children of God witheut re- 
buke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom we are to 
shine as lights in the world; and not only that we be blameless, taking away occasion 
from those who seek occasion, but that we bring forth much fruit, that we labor in all 
the assiduities of faith, that we be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, inasmuch as we know that our labor shall not be in vain in the 
Lord. Suffer us to remind you, Brethren, of the great importance of a constant, rev- 
erential observance of the ordinances of the Gospel, and particularly of the Lord’s day. 
There is now a general effort to correct abuses of the Sabbath. Societies are insti- 
tuted to this end. The laws are, to a considerable extent, enforeed. The importance 
of the Sabbath, and the obligation arising both from the laws of God and man, to sane- 
tify it by abstaining from all secular labors, worldly conversation, and recreations, are 
so frequently and so pathetically urged upon you, that it is needless for us to insist 
upon it. But permit us as your fellow servants in the kingdom and patience of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to press you, as we charge ourselves, to the most circumspect 
watchfulness over your own walk in this respect By all means let your own prac- 
tice warrant benevolent and faithful endeavors to correct violations of the Sabbath in 
the practice of others. 

Give us leave to urge upon you also the maintenance of a fraternal and faithful 
chureh discipline among yourselves. To this you are bound by the solemn covenant 
engagements, into which you have entered with each other, as well as by the precepts 
of your Master. The spiritual health of a church cannot be preserved, it cannot ap- 
pear in the beauty of holiness, it cannot be a habitation of righteousness, peace, and 
joy, without a prudent, and an efficient discipline. Backsliders must be reclaimed 
Obstinately disorderly members are a heavy burden upon a church, from which it 
must be relieved. “ 

The religious education of the children of the church, those who have been devoted 
to God in baptism, is, we fear, wofully neglected. These children are the hopes of 
the church. They are brought into the school and visible kingdom of Christ by his 
covenant and ordinances. They are special objects of your love and care. They 
must be watched over by you, as the attentive gardener cares for the tender plant he 
labors to earry to maturity, They must be brought up in the nurture and admoni- 
uon of the Lord. Can you fail to carry them, with most benevolent coucern, in your daily 
supplications to the throne of grace? Must you not long to sce them sealed by the gra 
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cious inftuences of the Spirit as heirs of the kingdom of heaven? Remember, Breth. 
ren, means are yours. ‘The blessing is the Lord’s. Strictly evangelical instructions 
are to be addressed to your children. ‘The yoke of Christ is to be put upon then, re. 
straining them from the vices of the times, and holding them back from the dangers jnto 
whieh they might otherwise precipitately rush. ‘The command of God to us is: And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shai: 
teach them diligently unio thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. ‘Vhis is also one of the 
duties we would very particularly urge upon you. Surely you cannot resist the pow. 
erful motives, which, as it were, foree you to faithfulness in the performance of it. Let 
pastor and parents and brethren act in alfectionate concert. Let your children en. 
yoy thorough eatechetical instruction; and endeavor to make them intimately conver. 
sant with the word of God. Put into their hands some of those excellent religious 
tracts, which have recently beev: given to the public, adapted to the capacities and ne- 
cessities of youth and children. Teach them to pray. Be ye to them exampies of daily, 
fervent prayer. Be ye interested in this thing, as a concernment of the greatest 
mazuitude, and a most important duty of-your ves. Yieid neither to indolence nor 
to discouragement. And may God smile apon your faithful endeavors, and clothe his 
ehurches with salvation, for Jesus’ sake; to whom be honor aud glory everlasting, 
Amen, 


Voted that the narrative of the state of religion and the address to the churches be 
published in the Pav oplist: and a sufficient aumber of the adress be also published ir 
a pamphlet form, and sent to the ministers in connexion with this body, with a re- 
quest that they would read it publicly to their respective congregations. 

The Seeretary made a report respecting the donation of the Rev. Mr. Schermer. 
horn, and the formation of societies according to his proposal. 

Voted that the Hampshire Central, the Hampden and Woreester South Associa. 
tions, and the Religious Charitable Society in the County of Worcester, are entitled te 
receive each twenty sets of ‘,wen on the Elebrews, in sheets, being a part of Mr. 
Schermerhorn’s donation, and that the other Associatio:s represented in this body 
shall have liberty to receive their proportion of the abuve donation, upon condiiion 
that they form themselves into charitable societies, agreeably to the benevolent design 
of the donor, and will send information of their forming themseives into such socie- 
ties to the Secretary, on or before the next meeting of this body. 

Voted that Des. Spring, Austin, and Morse, be a Committee to present the thanks 
ef the General Association to the Rev. Mr. Lee, and, through him, to his Soc:ety, for 
their kind attention and Christian hospitality towards this body during the preseut 
sessions. 

Voted that the next meeting of the General Association be at the house of the Rev. 
John Nelson, in Leicester, on the fourth Tuesday in June, A. D. 1816, at five o’clock, 
P. M. and that the Westminster Association be requested to appoint the preacher. 

Voted that the thanks of this body be given to the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, to the tieneral Association of Connecticut and New Hampshire, and 
to the General Convention of Vermont, for the copies of their minutes to us—and 
that a copy of each be kept on our files. 

Voted that the thanks of this Association be presented to the Moderator for his 
eorrect, impartial, and expeditious manner of discharging the duties of his office. 

The Committee on the Seeretary’s accounts reported, reeommending the continua- 
tion of the tax of seventy-five cents from each member of the several associations in 
our immediate connexion. This report was accepted. 

Read and corrected the preceding minutes, and voted that a copy of them be trans- 
mitted to the Committee for publishing the narratives, with instructions to publish 
such extracts from them as they may think proper. 

The Association then joined in singing the 133d Psalm, C. M. and afterwards in 
prayer, with the Rev. Br. Spring. 

The thanks of this Association were voted to the Scribes for their faithful and labo. 
kious services. 

Voted that thts Association be now dissolved. 

Josera Lixrman, .VWoderator 
Attest, James Mcrnock, ? 
Joun Copmar, § 


Scribes. 
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4 KARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
clURCH, AND OF THE GENERAL ASSOCI- 
ATIONS OF CONNECTICUT, OF NEW 
HAMPSHIRE, OF MASSACHUSETTS PROP- 
ER, AND OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION 
OF VERMONT, MAY 1815. 


Tux General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, 
in laying before their beloved people as 
accurate an account as they could obtain 
of the state of religion in their Congrega- 
tions during the year past, rejoice to 
have it in their power to announce 
that the gracious footsteps of the Lord 
have not cvased to be visible in the midst 
of them. From the reports, submitted 
by the several Presbytevies, it appears, 
that although causes of deep humiliation 
undoubtedly exist, true religion and sound 
morals, are on the whole making a very 
gratifying progress. Infidelity has be- 
come insignificant, both in the numbers 
and talents of those who affect it. Vices, 
hitherto domineering, have been, in many 
places, successfully eneouptered by the 
efurts of the friends of Godliness. he 
destructive sin of intemperance, against 
which the zealous labors of the church 
and the influence of all good citizens have 
been of late with peculiar energy direet- 
ed, does not exhibit itself to its former ex- 
tent of atrocity aud shamelessness. Or- 
der, harmony, peace, correct principles, 
stedfastness in the faith, ministerial fidel- 
ity, and a decent and serious attention to 
public worship and divine ordinances on 
the part of the people, genecally prevail. 
Few, or none, of those dissentions have 
occurred which present a threatening as- 
pect to the prosperity of Zion. No dan- 
gerous, Or even important error is appre- 
hended to exist. The missionary has 
tarriet: the gospel to destitute thousands, 
breaking to them the bread of life, and 
refreshing them. in the wilderness with 
the waters of eternal consolation. New 
congregations have been formed in vari- 
ous parts of our country. In some dis- 
tant seo Ons of our ecclesiastical commu- 
nity, where the stated means of grace 
have not hitherto been enjoyed, there is 
4 prospect of a numerous and speedy ac- 
ecssion of ministers,—The additions to the 
‘Oumunions are, in many congregations, 
very large: in almost all considerable; 
and of these, the Assembly are happy to 
be informed by several of their southern 
Presbyteries, are numbers of the African 
race. The Assembly desirous of improv- 
‘ng the opportunity which this informa- 
von affords them, claim the religious at- 
‘ention of their ministers and elders to 
4S class of people whose immortal c@n- 
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cerns are too apt to be neglected by 
those very persons for whose eye and 
affluence they toil. 

Revivals to a greater or less extent, 
have oceurred in various portions of our 
church. In the towns of Rahway and 
W ..odbridge, in the Presbytery of Jersey, 
unusually great additions have been made 
to the cormmunion; a very lively interest 
has been exerted with reterence to eter- 
nal concerns, and much done towards 
promoting the Redeemer’s cause. ‘This 
is the more worthy of notice, inasmuch 
as a lamentable indifference is known 
previously to have existed in those towns, 
A revival of importance has oceured in 
the Second Congregation of Wilmington, 
in the Presbytery of Newcastle, a fact 
coniiected with which, the Assembly 
deem it proper to mention for the en- 
couragement of their people: —There had 
been asociety for prayer, whose meetings 
began to be neglected to such a degree as 
to threaten its dissolution. Its diseour- 
azed friends talked ot this as an event 
near at hand. Through the restraining 
providence of God, however, it was not 
dissolved. Circumstances soon occurred, 
which under the administration of the 
Spirit, renewed the face of the congrega- 
tion; and in afew short months, instead 
of a single society, wasted and feeble, 
and about to expire, arose four societies, 
‘fervent in spirit serving the Lord;” 
‘““guickened to call upon his name,”’ wrest- 
ling like Jacob for his blessing, and like 
Israel prevailing to obtain it. True was 
the expression of the brother relating this 
fact, “the darkest hour is that nearest 
daylight.” 

It were to be wished that the Assembly 
could perceive, in a more general meli- 
oration of manners and habits, that im- 
provement of the dispensations of Al- 
mighty God which he expecis, and man- 
kind are obliged to exhibit. The judg- 
ments of pestilence and war, have carried 
their desolations over alarge portion of our 
land; wringing the widow’s heart, and 
dimning the eye of the fatheriess. Inte- 
licities of a diversified character, have fol- 
lowed in their train. Reversed fortunes, 
and defeated hopes, have not been want- 
ing to tell men that, “they build too low, 
who build beneath the skies.” But men 
do not know; neither will they consider. 
The effects of these judgments, have been 
different on minds of two opposite classes. 
Nor will it be a matter of surprise to any 
who are acquainted, on the one hand, with 
the workings of the gracious prinvipie, or 
apprised, on the other, ofthe foree of de- 
pravity and the callousness of the heart, 
to learn that, while the real Christian has 
been confirmed and made better by the 
visitations of God, the alien frem the cem- 
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fMmonwealth of Israel, the man of earth, 
the ireuclieving servant of the corruption 
which is in the worid, through lust, has 
regarded them with indifference, or bar- 
red the avenues of sensibility against the 
admission of their monitory call. Hence, 
to the pleasing representation of thiugs 
given above, the Assembly ate constrain- 
ed to acknowledge some unhappy excep- 
tions. Intemperance, although it should 
seem, onthe decline, still disfigures the 

moral aspect of society. In too many 
parts of our country, the violation of the 
Christian Sabbath calls as loudiy upon the 
believer to oppose to it, his influence, his 
admonition and his prayers, as if nothing 
had yet been done. ‘The rancorous hostili- 
ty of political party, preys upon domestic 
and social Peace, and iudisposes men to 
admit the kéediy influences of religious 
love. Tie spirit of the world struggles 
successfully for dominiou. And, in a 
word, many humbling facts present them- 
selves, to urge pions people to the throne 
of grace, that they may supplicate a more 
copious effusion of the eulivening aad 
converting spirit. 

The reports made by the Delegates 
fron: the General Associations of Connee- 
ticut, New Hampshire, and Massachu- 
setts Proper, aud the General Conven- 
tion of Vermont, afford very exhilarating 
intelligence; resembing, in its prominent 
features, that submitted by the Presbyte- 
ries. In Connectiout and Massachusetts 
Proper, revivals of magnitude meet the 
inquiries of the Assembly and establish 
the Lord’s claim to the gratitude of bis 
believing people. In the first mentioned 
of these associations, the most laudable 
exertions are made towards the farther- 
auce of foreign missions. From the oth- 
er, the Assembly are* pieased to learn, 
that certain errors of a pernicious charac- 
ter infesting that district of country for a 
length of time have ceased to advance, if 
they have not been driven back from 
their threatening position. Young Minis- 
ters, sound im the faith, have been settled 
of late in many congregations esteemed 
hitherto to be disinclined towards cor- 
rect principles. New Hampshire and 
Vermont, also have been partially vis- 
ited; the former more especially in the 
town of Haverhill, the irhabitants of which 
has long been without a settled minister 
and careless of possessing the privileges 
and ordinances of the gospel. 

( To Ge coutinued. ) 


ALLEGHANY COLLEGE. 
ARRANGEMENTS have been made for the 


establishment of a Literary Institution 
hearing this name, at Meadville, in the 


Donations to Foreign Missions...Alleghany College. 





Avg. 


western part of Pennsylvania. The Rey. 
Timothy Alden, \ate of the city of New 
York, has been chosen President of the 
College, and Professor of the Oriental 
Laenages and of Eeclesiastical History; 
and the Rev. Robert Johnston, Vice 
President, and Professor of Logic, Meta. 
physicks and Ethicks. The President 
aud Vice President are to be, for the 
present, the sole instructors. 

The gentlemea who have associated 
themselves to establish this Seminary, in 
mentioning their reasons for establishing 
it, say: 

“The example of our venerable ances- 
tors, who early made provision for the 
liberal and pious education of their sons; 
the nature of our government, the wel- 
fare of whiclrdepends, in no small degree, 
under Aimighty God, ou the prevalence 
of knowledge, virtue, and religion; the 
eventful period, in which we live, plainly 
indicating that the time is nigh at hand, 
when there will be an unprecedented call 
for the labors of the heralds of the Gos- 
pel, afford additional arguments on the 
expediency of our present undertaking. 

“As friends .o the best interests of our 
fellow creatures, and influenced as we 
trust by a desire for promoting the glory 
of God, we will cheerfully exert ourselves 
to lay the foundation of a seminary,” &e. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

July 3, 1815. Froma friend, $5 00 
5. From the Female Cent So- 
ciety of Halitax, (Ver.) by Mrs. 


Elizabeth Henry, Treasurer, 18 00 
From the Female Cent Soei- 

ety of Marlboro’, (Ver.) by 

Madam Lucy Lyman, Treasurer, 47 0 
6. From the Female Cent 

Society in Wilmington, (Ver.) 

by Mrs. Asenath Thompson, | 

Treasurer, 10 00 
7. From Mr. Philo Brown ot 

Middlebury, (Ver.) tor the 

translations, by the Rev. Mr. 

Tucker, 5 00 
From a Young Lady in Ber- 

lin, 9 06 
From the Female Cent Society “a 

in Montpelier Village, 3F 
11. From Nehemiah Lambert, 

of Bethlem, (Con.) by the Rev. 

Dr. Strong, to Mr. Henry Hud- 

son, the agent of the Board at 

Hartford, $5 00 
From Dea. Thomas Tile- ‘ 

ston, of Hartford, 987 —-5 
: Carried forward $105 2+ 
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Brought forward $105 24 

From the Foreign Mission 

ociety of the Western Dis- 

trict of Fairfield county, by 

Matthew Marvin, Esg. the 

Treasurer, 73 00—78 87 
12. From the Congregational 

Society in Keene, (N. H.) by 

Rev. D. Oliphant the pastor, the 

avails of a contribution, 60 00 
From a friend to missions in 

Franklin, by the Rey. Dr. Em- 

mons, 1 00 
From the. Female Cent 

Society in Meriden, (Con.) 

by Mrs Elisabeth Ripley, the 

Treasurer, B37 55 
From Dea. Walter Booth, 

by the same hands, 6 00—43 55 
13. From the Female Charita- 

ble Society in West Greenwich, 

(Con.) by Mrs. Reumah W alk- 

er, the ‘President, to Mr. T. 

Dwight, jun. the agent ef the 


Board at New Haven, 80 00 ° 


From the Foreign Mission So- 
ciety of the Eastern District of 
New Haven County, by the Rev. 
a Noyes, the Treasurer, 100 00 
From the Berkshire and 
Columbia Missionary Society, 54 76 
19. From the Congregational 
Ladies in the Soeiety for Mission- 
ary Purposes in Boston, 8U 00 
20. From the following per- 
sons by Mr. Robert Porter, viz. 
— Mr. Richard Hale, $5 00 


— Mark Hopkins, 10 00 
— Jesse Waldo, jr. 5 00 
— an unknown person, 

ia a letter, 7 00 


— a contribution in the 

congregation of the Pratts- 

burch Religious Society, 55 00—82 00 
QL. From the Female So- 

ciety in South Hadley, ( Mass.) 

in ‘aid of For eign *Missions, 

by Mrs. Josiah \ White, Treas- 


urer, 52 39 
21. From James Walker, Esq. 
of Bethel, 2 50 


From three Females in Con- 





Carried forward $640 93 


Brought forward $640 9 
cord, (N. H.) by Miss Sarah 
Kimball, 7 OU 

From Mr. Abiel Rolfe, avails 
of a contribution at a religious 
conference at Concord, (N.H.) 22 § 
22. From the following per- 
sons by Mr. Samuel Tenney of 
Newburyport, viz. 
From Joseph S. Pike, Treas- 
urer of the Merrimack Branch of 
the Foreign Missionary Society, 


Newburyport, Bie 00 
BP renseyice from Isaac 
Newburyport, 
re. sn S. Pike, 1 00—121 QO 
"ah. From a widow lady, by 
the Rev. John Codman, 5 00 
4 From J. G. of Boston, 5 00 


From the Female Cent 
re ak in Arkport, (N. Y.) by 
E. Hurtburt, Esq. 14 00 
From several ladies in the 
same place by the same gentle- 
man, 6 00 
From the Falmouth and West- 
brook Foreign Missionary Soei- 
ety, by the Rev. Wiiliam Witte- 
more, 17 ov 
From the New York Female 
Foreign Mission Soci ety, formed 
for the aid of Foreign and Do- 
mestic Missions, by Miss Rebec- 
ca Legzet, by the hands of 
Messrs. Dodge and Sayre, 210 O00 
28. From the Plympton 
Branch of the Heathen’s Friend 
Society, by Mrs. Mary Dexter, 
Treasurer, Qi 56 
29. From an unknown person 
in a letter with the Hartford 
post mark, 10 00 
Froin a Female Cent Society 
in Searborough (Me.) by Mrs. 
Ann L. Harris, the Treasurer, 28 Ov 
31. From the Female Beney- 
olent Society of Orange, Essex 


County, (N. J.) 20 00 
From Daniel P. Stryker, Esq. 

Orange, (N. J.) 5 00 
From a Lady in Duxbury, by 

Mr. N. Cushman, 2 0 





1 $1,228 49 


OBITUARY. 


For the Panoplist. 


{f the following sketch may be the means 
of doing good, the design of its appear- 
ing in public will be fully answered. 


Deacon Asa Lovett, the sub- 
jeet of this memoir, was bern in 


the county of Worcester, A. D. 
(751; and died at West LBoyi- 
ston in the same county, Oct. 9, 
A.D. 1814, aged 63 

He was bred to the pursuits 9° 
husbandry, by which means and 
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the aid of a small patrimony, he 
obtained a competency for the 
support of a large family. Be- 
ing industrious in his business 
and temperate in the use of food 
and drink, he enjoyed remarka- 
ble health, having seldom, if ev- 
er, had occasion to call for med- 
ical aid, till his last sickness. 
He naturally possessed a dis- 
cerning mind, but his early ad- 
vantages for improvement were 
small. His temper was very 
mild and rarely rufflea by pas- 
sion, and even the reproofs he 
administered were tempered 
with love. He exercised can- 
dor and Christian charity to- 
wards those, who differed from 
him in religious sentiments; but 
where the crroneous opinions of 
men came in competition with 
the commands of Christ and the 


important doctrines of the Chris- ' 


tian religion, he was firm and un- 
yielding. 

Deacon Lovell, we have rea- 
sons to believe, cordially embra- 
ced the Savior in the early part 
of his life; but knowing the de- 
ceitfulness of the human heart, 
he was long deterred from mak- 
ing a public profession of reli- 
gion, lest it should finaily appear, 
that he had deceived himseli and 
brought reproach on the reiigion 
of Christ. At length, however, he 
was convinced of the duty of 
confessing Christ before men, and 
was admitted to full communion 
with the church in West Boyl- 
ston, of which he continued a 
valuable member, till God in 
his righteous providence was 
pleased to remove him from this 
vale of tears, we have no doubt, 
to a world of glory and biessed- 
ness. 

He possessed a mild and gen- 
ereus disposition, which endear- 
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Ave. 


ed him to the whole circle of 
his acquaintance; and while he 
shewed by a becoming cheerfy}. 
ness, that his religion consisteq 
not ina forbidding melancholy, 
he exhibited a sincerity and 
Christian deportment, that often 
extorted respect for religion 
even irom those, who were most 
its enemies. 

Perhaps some, who know lit. 
tle of the Christian’s conflicis, 
would expect, that one so pious 
would always enjoy a heavenly 
calm, and with rapturous joy be- 
held the light of God’s recon- 
ciled countenance. But no; he 
too had his seasons of darkness; 
when his hopes of heaven were 
obscured, his comforts ceased, 
and he seemed to be on the very 
borders of despair. Yet he 
ceasec not from his accustomed 
diligence and punctuality in the 
discharge of ali the duties of re- 
ligion. He now devoted a great 
portion of his time to the study 
of the Scriptures and to prayer. 
Prayer seemed the only means 
of his withstanding those awful 
temptations which assualted him 
in these seasons of despondency. 
Often during these seasons, 
when sought for by his anxious 
friends after an absence of sever- 
al hours, was he found on his 
knees, in some retired spot, with 
hands ‘upraised to heaven,’ in- 
terceding for mercy. 

Nor did he pray in vain. 
Theugh these trials of his faith 
in two or three instances con- 
tinued several months without 
intermission, yet it pleased the 
Lord again to afford him light 
and comfort, so that he could 
say, “thou hast made known to 
me the ways of life; thou shalt 
make me full of joy with thy 
countenance.” He could now 
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look back on the scenes of his 

ast distress, and rejoice to as- 
cribe the glory of his deliver. 
ance to the sovereign grace of 
God. 

As he drew nearer the close 
of life, though in perfect health, 
his affections were evidently 
more and more weaned from the 
world, and his desire to depart 
and be with Christ sensibly in- 
creased. For several months 
before his last sickness he seem- 
ed to look by faith beyond this 
vale of tears, and draw his com- 
forts from the fountain of life 
and blessedness. His conversa- 
tion, which was tempered with 
a cheerfulness inspired by a 
lively hope in Chaist, evinced 
the deep interes: he felt in the 
extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and the suivation of 
souls; while his whole conduct 
testiicd to the sincerity with 
which he spoke, on these inter- 
esting and important subjects. 

Was the worth of religion ex- 
hibited in his life? It was pre- 
emiiently so in his death. For 
it was then apparent, that to the 
real Christian in the most trying 
circumstances Chris: is “a friend 
that sticketh closer than a broth- 
er;” that religion can raise the 
soul above the fears of death, and 
rob the monster of his sting 

Soon after the commencement 
of his last sickness and while his 
symptoms did not yet appear 
alarming, Deacon Lovell sug- 
gested to some one of the fami- 
ly, that he thought his recovery 
doubtful. His case was not look- 
ed upon by his friends or phy- 
sician as dangerous, but viewing 
his own life uncertain, he could 
speak of death with composure. 
“I think,” said he, “I feel re- 
signed. Nothing short of king 
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Jesus will ever satisfy my 
mind. I desire the prayers of 


all God’s people.’ When he 
was asked how Jesus appeared 
to him, he raised his eyes in 
an expressive manner and said, 
“Jesus! nothing short of Xing 
Jesus, for he is King of kings 
and Lord of lords.” 

At a time when his life was 
despaired of by his friends and his 
physicians had just left him, hé 
observed, “the doctors think I 
am quite sick, don’t they?” Not 
being answered directly, he 
said, “you need not be afraid to 
tell me what they think about 
me. If they think [ am very 
sick, I want you should tel! me; 
for I am notafraid tudie. Iam 
wiling to die, if it be God’s 
will.” 

The night before his death, 
being asked whether he expect- 
ed to recover, he answered, “O 
no; I expect God isabout to take 
me home to his heavenly king- 
dom of glory. I exnectI shall 
soon be where | shall see king 
Jesus face to face. I bless God 
for the bright and morning Star, 
that first shed the glorious light 
of the gospel in my soul; and | 
want you should all biess God 
for it.’ He then requested the 
watchers to call the family to- 
gether, that he might ‘pray with 
them all once more before he 
left the world” They were 
called. He desired to kneel; 
and though he was told, that he 
was too weak to endure the fa- 
tigue, and his prayers would be 
as acceptable in his present pos- 
ture; still he urged that God 
would support him. He knew 
the particular position was not 
essential to render the prayer 
acceptable, but he had a great 
desire te kneei. This was his 
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usual practice in the family and 
uniformly in secret. He was 
raised on his knees in bed, and 
prayed nearly fifteen minutes, 
with great fervor and the strict- 
est propriety. He prayed for 
himself, for his family, for the 
church of Christ, for graceless 
sinners; he thanked God for 
having begotten him again to a 
lively hope through grace, for 
the consoiations he then enjoved, 
for what he had reason to hope 
God by his hely Spirit had 
wrought for his family.* In- 
deed he prayed as one standing 
on the threshold of eternity, in 


full view of the glories of the. 


upper world and expecting soon 
to be admitted to the full enjoy- 
ment of all its biessedness; and 
at the same time looking with 
wonder and amazement into that 
gulf of perdition, from which he 
had been rescued by sovereign 
grace, and into which he saw 
multitudes exposed every mo- 
ment to be plunged. What a 
comfort to the Christian, that in 
death he may Jook up with con- 
fidence toan Almighty Friend, 
whom he has served affectionate- 
ly, and with whom he has had 
familiar intercourse through 
life. 

At one time observing the 
anxiety, tu.at marked the counte- 
nances of his friends, “you don’t 
do right,’ said he, “you impor- 
tune the Lord, that I may live; 
you ought to be willing, that the 
Lord’s will should be done. I 
am willing to go, when the Lord 
Calls.” 

The next morning he asked 
what day it was. Being teld it 


* His whole family, composed of the 
witow and seven children, belonged to 
the church, and most of them had then 
but lutely professed religion. 


was the Sabbath, he exclaimed, 
“O blessed day! This is the day 
that Christ arose. What fensinn 
have we to bless God, that we 
have been brought to see anoth- 
er of the days of the Son of man!” 
At one time after a long si- 
lence he said, “IJ have been 
thinking of the foundation.” 
Being asked if he meant the 
foundation of the Christian’s 
hope, he replied; “yes, the foun- 
dation of our hope. It is no less 
than king Jesus in heaven. He 
is the foundation of every Chiris- 
tian’s hope.” How does it ap- 
pear? “O glorious; there is no 
other foundation to build our 
hopes upon.” Again he said, 
“the warfaresis all over. I want 
you shouldall rejoice with me. [ 
feel as though I could wing away 
and be with Jesus forever.” 
He then desired the family 
might be called together, that 
he might again pray with them. 
When one of his daughters, 
who lived ata little distance, was 
taking leave to return to her 
family, he said to her, “don’t you 
think I shall get to my home be- 
fore you reach yours? Ina little 
time I shall be home to glory. I 
Shall soon be with king Jesus— 
what would heaven be if Jesus 
was not there! It would be no 
heaven to me.” His strength 
gradually failed through the day; 
but he continued to enjoy the 
use of his reasoning faculties, 
except at short intervals, to the 
last. A few hours before his 
death, referring undoubtedly to 
the trials and deliverances before 
mentioned, he said in a most ex- 
pressiye manner, “I have had 
bard fighting—hard fighting; 
and soon after exclaimed as in the 
triumphs of unshaken faith in 
Christ his great deliverer, “dué 
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I have conquered him, I have 
conguered him; king Jesus keeps 
the field!” He seemed much 
eoncerned for the prosperity of 
the church, and almost with his 
dying breath, and while scarcely 
able to speak, he sald with a 
faultering voice, “I pray God to 
wake care of the family. The last 
words were so feebly uttered, 
they seemed to die upon his 
lips; and a person, who Sat by, 
supposing he had particular ref- 
erence to his own family, asked 
whether it were so. He then 
exerted himself and spoke with 
an emphasis, “I pray God to 
take care of all his family.” And 
added in a manner expressive of 
great confidence in God: ‘He 
will take care of all his family. 
He will take care of his family.”’ 
He continued to travel down- 
ward towards the dark valley till 
about twelve o’ciock, Sabbath 
night, when almost without a 
struggle or a groan he sweetly 


fell asleep in Jesus! At behoid- 


ing such a scene as this, who 
would not say with Balaam, des 
me dre the death of the rightevus, 
and let my last end be like his. 


Diep, in Quebec, Col. Matcom Fraser, 
aced 82. He was an officer in the victo- 
rious army of Wolfe, and resided in the 
eountry from the conquest to the period 
of his death. 

In Saxony, the veteran Prime Minister 
M. de FRANKENBERG, aged $7. 

In Bavaria, Ist of June, ALEXANDER 
Bertarer, Prince of Neufchatel, aged 
62, by suicide. He was for a long 
time the favorite and premier Lieutenant 
of Napoleon; was Vice Constable of the 
Frengh Empire; and a sovereign Prince 
of Germany. He married the niece of 
the King of Bavaria; at whose court he 
resided fier having accompanied Louis 
XViiith from Paris to Brussels. 

For some days previous to his death, a 
remarkable change was apparent in his 
deportment. On the preceding day, while 
dining at his father-in-law’s, he was much 
diseoncerted by a romark which fell from 





Gen. Sacken, who said he was ashamed 
to find him among the few that had re- 
mained faithful to their King. He passed 
the morning of the Ist at his window, 
observing, with a perspective glass, the 
Russian troops as they were marching in, 
He went afterwards up to the third story, 
tothe apartment of his children; dismissed 
his servants; and threw himself from the 
window. His son, a child, endeavored te 
grasp his foot, and was nearly drawn out 
with him. His head was so severely frac- 
tured by the fall, that he died on the spot. 

In Belgium, the’ celebrated Duke of 
Belluno, Marshal Victor. 

In New York, Mr. Isaac Govrernuu®, 
murdered in a duel. 

in Madras, on the 3d of Oct. last, Capt. 
Davip Woopwarp, of Charlestown, 
master of ship Meridian. He sailed from 
Boston in Oct. 1811, in quest of the 
specie lost in the ship Rapid the year be- 
fore. In this object he was so successful 
as to find and recover the greater part of 
the money lost, and was preparing to 
leave Madras for Canton, when seized by 
an illness which proved to be an indura- 
tion of the liver, and termivated fatally. 
Capt. Woodward was a very valuable 
member of society, a maa of amiable 
manners, and of uncommon seriousness 
for a person in his profession, a good 
neighbor, a taithful friend, an affectionate 
husband and parent. He was an enemy te 
all profaneness, and every immorality; 
and proved by his own example and au- 
thority huw practicable it is to restraia 
the evil habits but too prevalent among 
seamen. ‘here is reason to believe he 
died the death of a Christian. He left a 
bereaved wife, three adopted children, 
and a Jarge circle of friends to lament his 
loss. 

At Raymond, (N. H.) on the 3d ult. 
Miss Fanny Me Cuvurg, aged 31 years. 
While very young she became a member 
of the church, and uniformly supported 
the character of a real Christian. She 
had the good of the cause of Christ near 
her heart, even to the day of her death; 
and bequeathed $200 ta the Congrega- 
tioval Society in Raymond, for the support 
of the Gospel, which was about two thirds 
of ali the worldly property that she pos- 
sessed. ‘This was a noble act of Christian 
benevolence, and ought to be told as a 
memorial of her. : 

At Salem, (Mass.) Mr. Exoca Goop- 
ALF, the oldest man in that town, aged 89. 

In London, Mrs. West, wiie o! the 
celebrated Benjamin West, Esq. Presi- 
dent of the Royal Academy. 

At Auburn, (N. Y.) Mr. Jossra N. 
Roon, killed by his brother-in-law, in «@ 
quarrel. 
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264 Poetry... To Readers and Correspondents. 


POETRY. 


THE PRAYER OF AN AFRICAN SERVANT. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 

The sentiments contained in the following 
lines were from the lips of an African 
Servant in Charleston, (S. C._) A 
Gentleman who accidentally overheard 
him at his devotigns, gave them the 
dress in which they now appear. Noth- 
ing essential is added to the thoughts 
which were uttered, and nothing taken 
from them. 


Brest be thy name, O God of grace, 
Who teachest me to sing! 

My heart and voice Pll tune to praise 
My Savior and my King. 


Where darkness and the shades of death, 
The untutor’d nations bind; 

There I first drew my native breath, 
To all thy glories blind. 


Nor rising day, nor setting sun, 
Nor stars that cild the night; 

Nor streams that through the vallies run, 
Nor mountains towering height; 


Nor all the wonders of thy hand, 
That shew’d creative skill, 

Could lead, in that benighted land, 
To know, or do thy will. 


Wo Gospel there thy grace declares, 
No Savior’s love is shown; 

No preacher the glad tidings bears 
That make thy mercy Kuown. 


Blest be the day that brought me thence 
To this enlighten’d shore, 

Where, loosed from bonds of ignorance, 
I learn my God to adore. 


Mere, slavery, thy soften’d chain 
And yeke I gladly wear; 


Thy burdens yield no grief nor pain, 
Thy toils command no tear. 


For here, blest Savior, I have learn’d 
Thy truth and righteousness; 

Thy grace my mourning songs hath turn’d 
To songs of joy aud praise. 


THE NEW BORN CHRISTIAN. 


Waar strange delight is this I feel, 
That lifts my soul above; 

Such heavenly joy, and holy zeal, 

And such e’ertiowing love. 


Sure nature wears a lovelier face, 
She never look’d-so sweet; 

J see anew and nameless grace, 
In every thing I mect. 


The laudscape smiles as Eden faix; 3 
How sweet the tuneful grove; 

Ten thousand charms in earth and air, 
And every charm is love. 


What throbs of tender sympathy, 
My bosom oft distend; 

In every human face T see 
A brother and a friend. 


But oh, thro’ all this smiling scene, 
Of iriend, and field, and fiower, 

T trace, methinks, a Heavenly Mien,— 
A more than mortal Power: 


O’er all I gaze, and with delight; 
But still my longing eye, 

Turns upward to another sight, 
Beyond this lower sky. 


Oh, bleeding Savior! Mighty God! 
What language can express, 

How much | prize thy precious blood, 
And perfect rightcousness. 


This is the secret charm I feel, 
That carries me avove,— 

That fills with joy, and fires with zeal, 
And sweetens all with love. A. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPON- 
DENTS. 


Tar Minutes of the General Association 
of Massachusetts, and the important ree 
ports accompanying them, have solicited a 
large share of our pages. ‘The important 
bearing which these reports have on the 
interests of the churches concerned, will 
excuse us for inserting them, and demand 
for them an attentive perusal. 

Much original matter has been neces- 
sarily excluded. 

Lines on B—— and H N are 
under consideration. 

An Exhortation to Christian Benefi- 
cence, has been received. 

Our Correspondents must wait p2- 
tiently for a decision on their pieces. 





(Pr Our readers will observe that this 
number of the Punoplist contains 8 pages 
more than usual; a future number wit! 
contain 8 pages less, 


1| 


ON 


ee a a el 





